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By now I imagine you all know that on July 1st I'll be “coming home” to Bay View United Methodist Church, 
having been appointed by our Bishop to a ½ time pastoral position. And like Dorothy in The Wizard of  Oz, I 
can't wait to click my heels and get back to Kansas...I mean Bay View!

I sort of  came back two years ago when I was appointed here in a ¼ time position but that opportunity did not 
allow me to be present on Sunday mornings and as you know, if  you miss a Sunday, you miss a lot! Without 
that opportunity to be with you in worship, I found it very difficult to connect with 
the people who had come to us since I left back in 2003. So I'm really looking 
forward to getting to know those folks and obviously I'm thrilled to be back among the 
people who sent me into ministry.

But I'm guessing some of  you might be wondering why I would want to come back, 
especially in a ½ time role. Well, the answer is easy. It's because I still believe in you and 
I still believe in what we can do together here on the corner of  KK and Clement. Over 
these past two years Pastor Kelly and I have had countless conversations about our 
church and the possibilities for ministry in our neighborhood and in our city. We have 
come to appreciate each other's gifts and also to trust in one another, so much so that 
we're both making some sacrifices so that we can work together in ministry. Pastor Kelly 
has put forth a strong vision for who we can be as a community of  faith and I want to 
do everything I can to enable that vision to become a reality. I consider it a great 
blessing to join with her in ministry, along with all of  you.

I learned much in my time at Faith United Methodist Church. The people there truly 
taught me what ministry is all about and what it means to be a pastor. I look forward to 
applying what I have learned to this new opportunity. I also look forward to whatever 
surprises God may yet have in store for me!

And now, I ask you to please keep me in your prayers as I begin the process of  saying goodbye to a marvelous 
congregation that has gifted me in so many ways. And I look forward to being with you in worship on July 1st 
when Pastor Kelly and I will begin our time together by offering to you the bread of  life and the cup of  joy. 
God is good...all the time!

	 Blessings,
	 	 Pastor Andy
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A Disciple’s Path*: 
A SIX WEEK SMALL GROUP WITH PASTOR KELLY

*Recommended for those new to, wanting to know more or who are considering membership in the United 
Methodist Church.

“A Disciple’s Path combines a uniquely Wesleyan understanding of  growth in God’s love and grace with time-
tested practices of  spiritual discipline expressed in the vows of  membership when we promise to participate in 
the ministries of  the church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.” – from the Leader’s Guide]  
We will discuss and practice in the comfort of  our small group with others who are walking a similar path.  

This group will meet on Saturday mornings from 10am-11am in the church Library. Child care can be 
arranged – please indicate this need when you sign up including names and ages of  child(ren).

Sign up is required for materials – with a nominal fee $10 requested (not required) for the study book.  The 
class will begin when 8 people are registered and is closed with 15.

My goal is to begin May 5th. We will negotiate Memorial Day weekend and Annual Conference weekend 
after the group assembles.

Sign up on the CUBE.

We can get easily caught up in the Spring metaphors of  growth and new life in nature.  They apply so readily 
to our life long journey as Christians – always seeking new understanding and growing in our willingness to 
respond to God’s unconditional love and grace.  It’s nice to think about the easy images of  flowers blooming 
and more sunny days – but there are also those images of  soil being tilled and the slow, intentional work of  
planting seeds into the ground hoping that it’ll rain – but not too much!  Growing our faith life is beautifully 
easy and hard work too sometimes.  

Friends – as we continue to journey in the hope and joy of  resurrection in these 50 days of  Easter, I want us to 
continue to grow.  We have had the joy of  many returning visitors inquiring about membership and I have had 
long time friends of  the church asking for more information about the faith.  

I want to encourage you to make a six week commitment that will bridge these 50 days into Pentecost with this 
study that I hope will help those who are inquiring about membership and all of  us who want to know more 
about this community of  faith called United Methodist.

Please read the announcement below and view the materials in the Gathering Space. Then pray about joining 
this group and committing yourself  to six weeks of  growing together in community.  

I look forward to the journey!

Peace to each of  you,
	 Pastor Kelly

Planting Roots…
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Native American Ministries
What exactly will the Native American Ministries Sunday offering go to?

Fifty percent of  the offering remains in the annual conference to develop and 

strengthen local Native American ministries. Should no such ministries exist within the conference, the offering is 

remitted in full to the General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA). The funds are then distributed 
equally between the United Methodist Board of  Higher Education and Ministry to provide scholarships for 

American Indians attending the church's schools of  theology and the Native American Urban Initiative of  the Board 
of  Global Ministries.

Your gifts on Native American Ministries Sunday fund ministries that pave the way for those who aspire to serve 

Christ’s church by making disciples of  Jesus Christ for the transformation of  the world. Because of  your generosity, 
young people discover a world worth saving, congregations become stronger, seminarians prepare to serve, and 

communities are transformed.

 You can still give to this ministry by adding “Native American Sunday” on the other line of  your Sunday offering 

envelope.

  Finance Committee.

Thank you for celebrating Native 
American Sunday with us on April 
23. In addition to special offering 
envelopes, we witnessed beautiful 
dancing and singing that reflected 
the values of the Native American 
Ministry.

Hi! I’m Judy Banta and I’m your new Stewardship Leaser! I first came to our 
church eight years ago after someone left a flyer on my door inviting me to Easter 
Worship and I’ve been here ever since!

At that time, I was managing an Interior Design Furniture store, but we fell victim to 
the economy  a little over two years ago. Now I’m semi-retired and loving it, 
although, like many of  you, there are still not enough days in the week to do all I 

would like. In my spare time,  I enjoy gardening and scrap-booking, my favorite hobby!

Since coming to Bay View UMC, I’ve been involved in Bible studies, book clubs, winter camp and all 
sorts of  other special events. I have enjoyed and found much personal satisfaction working with the 
Milwaukee Rising marketing team, part of  the Common Ground grass roots organization, which is 
working hard to reclaim foreclosed properties in our city.

I joined the Finance Team after I was asked to take on the Stewardship Program. I believe that I can 
grow and serve in this area, but I know that I won’t feel any level of  success unless I know that you are 
willing to journey along with me. We all know that the economy hasn’t yet rebounded the way we would 
all like, which makes it all the more important that we be good stewards with what God has blessed us.

So, this fall, I invite you to journey with me as together we explore the best ways to use our time, talents, 
and treasures. We’ll be in touch!

Meet Our New Stewardship Leader
JUDY BANTA



Young at Heart Movie Night
On Friday, May 11,2012 at 6:30pm in the 
Gathering Space, we’ll be watching 
“Luther” (2003), popcorn and chips will be 
provided. Sign up on the Cube!

Bring your own drink! 
Everyone is welcome!

4

Invitation and Film Opportunity
Ann Pier 

Albright United Methodist's mission committee has  
invited us to join them to view The Interrupters  
on Saturday, May 5th .  The Interrupters is a 
documentary film that received an Oscar at the 
most recent ceremonies.  The film is set in inner 
city Chicago, and it tells the story of  how some 
hard core gang members "went straight" and now 
are working to intervene in violence, encourage 
other gang members to change their ways, and stop 
senseless gang wars.  These people speak from 
experience and go to the streets with head to head 
confrontations to persuade their peers that there 
are smarter ways to resolve conflict.

There will be pizza at 5pm on May 5th and the 
film will begin about 6:30 pm with a discussion to 
follow.   Perhaps  this would be a good film to see as  
vague ideas float in the air about a prison 
ministry. Sign up on the Cube!Contact Ann Pier if  
you have any questions.            

In-Gathering Sewing Kit Collection 
We are collecting Sewing Kits for UMCOR for the Wisconsin UM Annual Conference! Kits must contain:

• 3 yards of  cotton or cotton-blend, solid color or print fabric (must be 3 yards of  uncut & unwashed 
fabric)

• 1 pair sewing scissors 
• 1 package of  hand sewing needles 
• 1 spool of  thread (match or coordinate with fabric & must be a minimum of  250 yards) 
• 5-8 matching buttons (at least 3/4”)

Wrap sewing notions in the fabric and place in a sealed one-gallon plastic bag.

 “Sewing kits foster independence rather than dependence. Women can make clothing in their own size and 
in the style of  their culture.  Cottage industries often grow out of  the sewing classes where women use these 
kits to practice valuable income-generating skills.”   The final day to bring the completed sewing kits to 
church is Sunday, May 27th. If  you have any questions, please contact Mary Lou Rice at 414-817-8394 or 
MaryLou.Rice@bcw.edu. Thank you for a much need gift! 

We are so excited to offer a mission opportunity this 
year at Annual Conference! We are partnering with 
Kids Against Hunger to pack meals in the Wisconsin 
Dells Center (Dome) on Saturday, June 2nd over the 
lunch hour.  We can pack many thousands of  
lunches in just one hour, lunches that will be 
distributed to children around the world. Please note 
that anyone is welcome to participate in this mission 
project, whether or not they are attending Annual 
Conference.  If  you are not attending AC, but want 
to help pack meals, please contact Karen Lamoree 
at kmlamoree@gmail.com to let her know you (or 
your group) are coming.

Annual Conference Mission 
Opportunity

mailto:MaryLou.Rice@bcw.edu
mailto:MaryLou.Rice@bcw.edu
mailto:kmlamoree@gmail.com
mailto:kmlamoree@gmail.com
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

            It is the honor of  the Metro Districts Superintendency Committee to invite you to the Farewell 
Party for Rev. Jorge Luis Mayorga Solis, who has served as District Superintendent of  the Wisconsin 
Conference for eight years.  His first three years were in the Nicolet/Winnebago Districts, and we have 
been blessed to have him in the Metro Districts for the past five years.  This event will be held at Emmanuel 
Community Church, N84W16707 Menomonee Avenue, Menomonee Falls 53051 on May 6th from 3:00 to 
5:30 in the afternoon with a program at 4:00.  We hope that you will encourage your members to attend.

If  you would like to make a monetary donation, please send the gift in the form of  a check made out to the 
Metro Districts UMC with "farewell gift" on the memo line to:  Barbara Ridgely, 1442 N. Farwell Ave. Suite 
402, Milwaukee, WI 53202-2913.  Pastor Jorge has asked that gifts be designated for or evenly shared 
between the following two places:

*        Philip and Timothy Stains Memorial Children's Home, which he visited during the 
Cabinet's mission trip to India last year.

*        Academy for Spiritual Formation #33 of  the Upper Room, to help support his two years of  
participation there.

Pastor Jorge has said that he would like this event to focus on children as the future of  our faith.May God 
richly bless us all as we experience Holy Week and go forth into the harvest fields.

The Metro Districts Superintendency Committee

                 Marieta Huff, Marks Sheets, Deanna Shimko, Imelda Roman, Julie Bryson, Hong Lim Moses 
Park, Melyssa Yang, Alfred Johnson

A Note from the Metro District

Interfaith Airport Meditation Room Information
Look on the Cube and the music bulletin board for copies of  an article about the meditation room that 
was in the March 24 issue of  the  Milwaukee Post.

The Community Chorus with director Mr Jerry Jenkins and 80 voices will be celebrating Spring with an 
afternoon of  musical selections. The event will be held at The Sacred Heart School of  Theology’s Chapel 
(7335 S. Hwy 100, Hales Corners) on Sunday, May 6 at 2pm. Tickets are $10 in advance and $15 at the 
door. All proceeds benefit the Interfaith Airport Meditation Room at Mitchell International. You can 
purchase tickets online at www.mkeairportmeditationroom.org or by making a check payable and mailing 
to:
	 Interfaith Airport Meditation Room of  Milwaukee
	 PO Box 402, South Milwaukee, WI 53172

If  you cannot attend the event, you may choose to be a “Friend of  the Interfaith Chapel” by filling out 
one of  the forms on the Cube or music bulletin board.

http://www.mkeairportmeditationroom.org
http://www.mkeairportmeditationroom.org


3rd
Jim Liebenstein

5th
Laurie Horne

6th
Kay Putney

8th
Linda Schultz

10th
Ron Hanstad

14th
Tom Shattuck

15th
Diane Balfanz

Jude Wagner

17th
John Warkaske

21st
John From

Jennifer Kowalsky

26th
Geoffrey Thieme

27th 
Shannon Haefner

Cole McKean

Wendell Sprong

28th
Joy Foster-Steckler

Barbara Morbeck

MAY BIRTHDAYS
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Loving Start Preschool hosted the coffee hour on Sunday, April 22nd in celebration of  the Month of  the 

Young Child.

If  you ventured to the basement at the end of  April, you may have seen some castles, treasure chests, 

and princesses while we were learning about fairy tales. We invited our parents to come to Fairy Tale 

Night with various activities ending with using a pirate map to find hidden treasures.

May found us talking about the world Under the Sea, making our own aquarium bottles. We also went 

on a walking trip to the Fire Station. 

We invite everyone to come to our End of  the Year Program on Tuesday, May 22nd at 6:30pm in the 

church Sanctuary. Come hear our preschoolers sing some of  our favorite songs. This school year ends 

with our family picnic on Wednesday, May 23rd. The basement will not be quiet because Loving Start 
Preschool’s summer camp program will run again this summer. 

Have a safe, healthy, happy, sunny and warm summer!

Miss Martha, Miss Francine, Miss Joan, Miss Dawn

Loving Start Preschool News

31st
Melissa Balfanz
Hannah Jackson

FINANCE REPORT FOR ENVELOPE GIVING

as of March 31, 2012
FINANCE REPORT FOR ENVELOPE GIVING

as of March 31, 2012

Monthly Pledged $11,360.80

Received March Pledges $11,125.25

Difference ($235.55)

Total Pledged (January - March) $34,082.40

Total Received (January - March) $45,122.56

Difference $11,040.16

Please Give GenerouslyPlease Give Generously

March Apportionments ($1,272.00)



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

29
Pastor Michelle’s 
Last Day

8:15am Worship
9:15am Education
10:45am  Worship
12pm SPR
3pm Bread & Jam
5pm YAH Ice Cream
7pm AA

30

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP
5pm Fairy Tale Night
6pm Music Meeting
7pm AA

1

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP 
10am  AA
5:30pm  AA
6:30pm Grief Share

2

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP
3pm SECA Meeting

3

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP
6pm Praise Band
6:30pm Faith SIngers
7pm  Keystone AA 
7:30pm Wesleyan

4

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP

5

10am WF AA
10am Grief Share

6
8:15am Worship
9:15am Education
10:45am  Worship
2pm Meditation 

Room Event
3pm Bread & Jam
3pm District Event
7pm  AA

7

7pm AA
6pm Music Meeting
7pm AA

8

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP 
10am  AA
5:30pm  AA
6pm Trustees
6:30pm Grief Share
7pm Yarn Ministry

9

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP
12pm Card Ministry

10

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP
6pm Praise Band
6:30pm Faith SIngers
7pm  Keystone AA 
7:30pm Wesleyan

11

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP

12

10am WF AA
10am Grief Share

13

8:15am Worship
9:15am Education
10:45am  Worship
7pm  AA

14

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP
7pm AA

15

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP 
10am  AA
5:30pm  AA 
6:30pm Grief Share

16

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP

17

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP 
6pm  Praise Band 
6:30pm Faith SIngers
7pm Keystone AA 
7:30pm Wesleyan

18

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP

19

10am WF AA
10am Grief Share

20

8:15am Worship
9:15am Education
10:45am  Worship
7pm  AA

21

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP
6:30pm Finance
7pm Ad Council
7pm AA
7pm District 28 AA

22

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP 
10am  AA
5:30pm  AA
6:30pm Grief Share
6:30pm LSP Program
7pm Yarn Ministry

23

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP
10am Connection
12pm Card Ministry

24

8:30am Outpost
6pm  Praise Band
6:30pm Faith SIngers
7pm Keystone AA 
7:30pm Wesleyan

25

8:30am Outpost

26

10am WF AA
10am Grief Share
5pm YISR Ends

27

8:15am Worship
9:15am Education
10:45am  Worship
3pm Bread & Jam
7pm AA

28
Memorial Day
Office Closed

7pm AA

29

8:30am Outpost
10am  AA
5:30pm  AA
6:30pm Grief Share

30

8:30am Outpost

31

8:30am Outpost
6pm  Praise Band 
6:30pm Faith SIngers
7pm Keystone AA 
7:30pm Wesleyan

1

8:30am Outpost
8:45am LSP
2pm 30 hour famine

2

10am WF AA
10am Grief Share

May 2012 
Calendar

K E Y :

LSP:	 Loving Start Preschool
Outpost:	 Alternative High School 
SECA:	 South East Clergy Association 
SPR:	 Staff Parish Relations
Wesleyan: 	Wesleyan Bells
WF AA: Women’s Freedom AA
YAH:	 Young At Hearts
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Does your heart grieve a loss?  Recent and 

long ago, very near or distant/estranged, 
person, pet or position, relationship or relative, 

young and old alike – all of  these, and more, 

make our hearts hurt.  Sometimes, we are told, that questioning or feeling very sad or 
lost means that we are being less than faithful and so we bottle up our emotions.  Days 

and years pass and our families, and our faith community go unaware of  how we are 
truly grieving inside. The longer the time passes, the more embarrassed we become 

about admitting our lingering sadness and our ability to “move on”.  We disengage 

from those who could be our greatest support and we feel more alone and lost.

Friends, the experience of  grief  and loss is very unattended in our western culture.  We 

hide and deny our pain and sadness convinced that faith is all we need.  True, faith is a 
very helpful tool, but for persons who have not allowed themselves the proper time and 

support to process their grief  in a healthy way (and that looks different for every person) 

even faith is not enough!

Grief  Share is a 13 week supportive, faith-based, small group that is highly 

recommended to anyone who would welcome a gift of  Christian companionship 
through the journey of  grieving.  

The next new session of  Grief  Share begins May 5 at 10:00am in the Gathering Space.

May
2012

BAY VIEW UMC
2772 S Kinnickinnic Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53207

Phone: 414-744-4036
Fax: 	 414-744-4928
Email: officeadmin@bayviewumc.org

Pastor Kelly Fowler
Phone:	414-378-4012
Email:	pastorkelly@bayviewumc.org

Pastor Andy Oren
Phone: 414-744-3927
Email:	pastorandy@bayviewumc.org 
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We’re on the web:
www.bayviewumc.org

SPRING HOURS 

8:15am Worship
9:15am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday- Thursday 
9:00am - 2:30pm

Friday 

9:00am - 2:00pm

Please Recycle
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