
Dear Brothers, Sisters, and Siblings in Christ, 

   As we approach the month of  November I come into it with great excitement. Not only am I excited 
about the food but I am truly counting all the blessings that I have experienced from God and celebrating     

 our few months together. It is a great joy to serve among you as your 
pastor. 

	 As we approach Thanksgiving this month, my scripture of  focus is 
Psalm 126. It is the Psalm of  “Harvest of  Joy”. The Psalmist offers such 
words of  hope and blessing. I really appreciate the hope of  knowing, 
“Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of  
joy; then it was said among the nations, ‘The LORD has done great things 
for them.’ The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.” 

	 When was the last time your mouth was filled with laughter or your 
tongue with shouts of  joy? Do not focus on times of  sorrow or shouts of  
anger! God wants us to celebrate a year of  blessings and gifts of  
abundance, not curses and scarcity. Joy in our lives are those moments 
when happiness is so large in our hearts and souls that it bubbles over into 
gratitude and victory. This is a time for us to remember the joy God has 
offered to us this year and all the years of  our lives. Indeed God has done 
great things for us as a people. God has blessed our country (even in the 
midst of  great division), God has blessed our world (even in the midst of  
great turmoil and disasters), and God has blessed us as individuals (even if  
we might not always recognize God’s presence in our lives). 

	 The Psalmist ends with a reminder, but it is more than that—it is a 
promise given by God. “Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for 
sowing, shall come home with shouts of  joy, carrying their sheaves.”    

      There’s that word of  joy again. It is a promise. Joy comes to us in the 
morning. Joy comes to us after struggle. Joy comes to us out of  the darkness.  Joy is always present and we do 
not always recognize this promise of  God. 

   What has the LORD done for you this year? Some faith questions I encourage you to spend some time on 
in reflection are the following: 
	 	 * How is your life in God?	           * How is it with your soul?	 	 	 	 	
	 	 * How is your life with God?	           * Where have you seen God at work in  
	 	 	 	            		              your life over the past week/the past year?  
   Too often we take for granted what God has done for us in our lives and in our world. Too often we focus 
on all the negativity of  what we do not have instead of  the positivity of  what we do have in life. Let us see 
our abundance and not our scarcity. Bishop Jung would be proud of  this language (especially since they are 
his words he often uses around the Conference). 
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   Be filled with laughter! Offer shouts of  joy! Today is the day the Lord has made and so let us be glad and 
rejoice in it always.  

Thanksgiving Blessings, 
Pastor Kevin 

   P.S—If  you are able, have at least two pieces of  pie this month and give God thanks! 

Upcoming Events 
November 3rd:  
	 Sunday, 11/3 at 10am 
	 Single Worship Service & Church Potluck 
	 ML Sanctuary, ML Gathering Space 
	 Join us at 10am for worship with our Church Potluck following. 

November 28th - 29th:  
	 Thursday 11/28 and Friday 11/29 
	 Church office closed in observance of  Thanksgiving. 

December 8th:  
	 Sunday, 12/8 at 9am 
	 BVUMC Cookie Walk 
	 ML Gathering Space 
	 It’s once again time to load up on some delicious homemade cookies while supporting our Church! 

December 14th:  
	 Saturday, 12/14 at 9am 
	 Secret Angel Gift Shoppe 
	 Upper Level Church, ML Gathering Space, ML Library 
	 We’re opening our doors to our Bay View community of  little shoppers to do their Christmas 	  
	 thrifting and gifting! 

December 24th:  
	 Tuesday, 12/24 at 4:30pm & 10:45pm 
	 Christmas Eve Worship Services 
	 ML Sanctuary 
	 Join us for Christmas Eve Worship. 
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Charge Conference Forms are 
 Due Nov. 7th before 2:00pm 

12th Annual Cookie Walk 
Sunday, December 8th at 9am

Birthed by Eleanor Rice, Kitty Schaefer now coordinates this amazing and 
yummy community event. Makers and Bakers, Cashiers, Packagers, 
Cookie Handlers, Set-Up/Tear-Down helpers, we appreciate any way 
you can volunteer! 
The famous ‘cookie book’ will be out in the Gathering Space soon for you 
to sign up to bake your many varieties of  fabulous treats!  Please see Kitty 
with any questions or if  you are interested in volunteering for this fun 
BVUMC tradition! 

Secret Angel 
Saturday, December 14th at 9am 

Young shoppers will have the opportunity to walk with an Angel Shopper 
who will assist them with their purchases for their family members. Once 
they have completed their shopping, they will be able to have a visit with 
Santa! We are looking for helpers for the day of  the event to ensure it 
runs smoothly. Not able to help that day, but want to participate? We are 
looking for donations for the children to be able to purchase for their 

loved ones. If  you have any items taking up space in your closet or storage that you would like to donate, 
please bring them into the office during office hours or see Kelly Heipel after church service to donate! We 
ask that items you are donating are new or “like new”. We appreciate your donations in order to make this 
a success! 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
Tuesday, December 24th, 4:30pm & 10:45pm

Please join us for our Christmas Eve worship services this year. 
First service is at 4:30pm in the ML Sanctuary, and the last service 
is at 10:45pm in the ML Sanctuary.
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Who’ll Say Grace?  
By Dr. Ralph F. Wilson

A hot, glistening bird commands the laden table, as grandma calls everyone to dinner. Eight-year-old 
Jennifer proudly lugs her July-born sister to the table. Grandpa and dad get up slowly with a long 
backward glance to see the tight end catch a pass and be forced out of  bounds at the twenty. The game 
continues in the background without them.  

"Who'll say grace?" grandma asks. Grown-ups look awkwardly at each other in strained silence. Finally 
Uncle John snickers and parrots the word "grace," and laughter spills over the tension. Grandma steps in. 
"Jennifer, why don't you say the prayer you learned in Sunday School when you were in kindergarten." She 

recites. The feast begins.  

Embarrassed silence replaces thanksgiving, gluttony 
displaces gratefulness. Thanksgiving--an expression of  
gratitude to God for benefits received--is too often absent 
from our hollow holiday. There is, however, an ancient 
custom which can reclaim the day.  

We read, Jesus "took the seven loaves and the fish, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke them and gave them 
to the disciples." At the Last Supper Jesus took bread and 
gave thanks, lifted the cup, gave thanks and offered it to His 
followers. Jesus always prayed before meals.  

We can, too. A simple prayer of  thanks at each family meal 
of  the year will gradually restore thankfulness to us. As our children see us humble ourselves to thank our 
Creator, they too learn to be grateful. Robert Lintner said it well: "Thanksgiving was never meant to be 
shut up in a single day."  
This habit of  family thankfulness can begin round our tables this Thanksgiving--the first of  many prayers 
of  thanks to be offered, not just by Jennifer, but by her thankful mother and father as well.  

Ode to Thanksgiving 
May your stuffing be tasty 

May your turkey plump,  
May your potatoes and gravy 

Have nary a lump.  
May your yams be delicious  

And your pies take the prize,  
And may your Thanksgiving dinner  

Stay off your thighs! 



Roof Update 
We are getting closer to having the roof  completed! Slate was taken off  of  the steeple. We are trying to 
think of  ways to repurpose the tile to help raise money for the roof. Any suggestions or creative input are 
greatly appreciated, so please don’t hesitate to tell us your ideas! 

Bob Schaefer has been busy constructing beautiful lawn ornaments made out of  a portion from the old 
church roof. Order forms are available in the ML Gathering Space, with all proceeds going toward our 
roof  balance. 

Check out the progress board and goal thermometer in the ML Gathering Space to keep track of  our 
progress! Thank you for keeping our roof  commitment in mind as you prayerfully give. We want to keep 
our Church building stable, strong and safe for generations to come. 

Year-End Giving November 2019 
“For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper. He has pity on the weak and the needy, and 

saves the lives of  the needy. From oppression and violence he redeems their life; and precious is their blood in his sight.”  
(Psalm 72:12-14) 

In our charitable giving, we strive to assist our God in aiding the poor and in helping the oppressed. In 
doing this, we share a mission with other churches and many worthy nonprofits. Now, as the year is nearing 
its end, we will be receiving from them many appeals for yearend giving. You may be surprised to learn that 
nearly one-third of  annual charitable giving occurs in December. The Wisconsin United Methodist 
Foundation urges you to plan your giving and remember the poor and needy during this season of  giving 
thanks and sharing gifts. Your church and local agencies may have a number of  opportunities such as 
giving trees and so forth. The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation has a year-end appeal for four 
charitable targets plus any you choose to designate:  

• Wisconsin United Methodist Health and Welfare Programs  

• The Scholars Award Program  

• UMCOR Disaster Relief  

• The Bishop’s Relief  Fund  

• You Own Special Interest (you designate the recipient)  

You can find more information about each of  these charitable targets and make an online donation at - 
www.wumf.org/year-end-givingideas/. Remember, we can help with stock gifts. Please prayerfully consider 
your plans for charitable giving this holiday season and give generously to the charities of  your choice.  
	 —Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
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“Seven Things Your Pastor Won’t Tell You: What Your                   
Pastors Won’t Say But You Need to Know” 
By Lesli White

The health of  the pastor influences the health of  the church. Too often pastors are the first in line to give 
help and the last in line to receive help. Unfortunately, this mindset has left them unable or unwilling to 
receive the love, support and encouragement they so desperately need. A recent survey showed that church 
member’s expectations translated to 114 hours per week minimally to carry out pastoral duties. It’s no 
wonder pastors are overwhelmed and under-appreciated. They are expected to know everyone by name, 
preach a “home run sermon” every Sunday, condemn sin without hurting anyone’s feelings, and be 
available to serve others 24/7, all while not neglecting their own family. Here are seven things your pastor 
won’t tell you. It’s time to remove the facade and reveal the truth.  
1.   “I'm on call 24/7." 
Pastors have extremely long work weeks. Their days don’t end at 5 pm or when they leave the church 
office. They are working during the week and on the weekends. It can also be difficult for pastors to find 
rest due to the nature of  this involved position. When emergencies come up, they are called away from 
their families at a moment’s notice. Your pastor often has to put his/her personal life on hold to attend to 
the needs of  others. If  you have an emergency, by all means call your pastor but if  it’s an issue that can 
wait until tomorrow, let it. Pastor’s marriages and family lives are greatly impacted when they can’t spend 
time together at all without the phone constantly going off.  
2.   “I don't have all the answers." 
Yes, your pastor went to school to study the Bible and theology and they pray for God’s guidance and 
wisdom daily. But no pastor has all the answers and there will be times when they can’t answer your 
questions, or give you the answers you’re looking for. It’s important that you recognize that they are on the 
same faith journey we are on, following Christ. Pastors are called to lead people towards the cross, but they 
are still learning right along with us. We may want our leaders to always know the answers or what’s 
coming next but that won’t always be the case. 
3.   “I’m human." 
Pastors are people too. Believe it or not, they like the same things we do, including sports, music and 
television shows. They like to have fun and to laugh, and feel sadness. They also have families, friends 
(outside of  church), life goals, fears and insecurities. Every pastor will encounter the storms of  life and 
every pastor will go through deep valleys. Every pastor struggles with sin. In short, pastors are human 
beings and also deal with shortcomings. Just as you don’t want to be solely identified by your career choices 
or pigeonholed into a particular mold, neither does your pastor.  
4.   “I'm lonely." 
Being a pastor can be a lonely position. Most pastors have few friends or active social lives due to the 
nature of  their work. They often combat feelings of  isolation and loneliness. It is rare for pastors to have 
the opportunity to step away from their church commitments and just spend time with friends and family. 
It can also be difficult for them to find someone to relate to outside of  church who understands their life as 
a pastor. It can also be really difficult for pastors to be close friends with people inside the church. A 
pastor’s social, emotional and spiritual worlds are so interconnected, making relationships inside and 
outside of  the church difficult.

(Continued on next page)



"7

5.   “I can lose my focus.” 
If  you have an issue, don't complain just before worship. Nothing will ruin a Sunday morning or a 
sermon quicker than a complainer. Right when church is starting is never the right time to bring an issue 
up. There are so many things going through a pastor’s mind when they walk through those church doors 
that you don’t even know about. Yes, you may have a particular issue or concern, but share it outside of  
church. Your needs may be important but put them aside for a second to the benefit of  the whole church 
who deserves the best the pastor can give. 

6.   “I can't talk long on Sunday mornings.” 
Too often, church parishioners forget that there’s only one pastor. On Sunday, the pastor is expected to 
speak to as many people as possible as they enter and exit the church. Your pastor needs to make personal 
connections with hundreds of  people, potentially walking through your church doors. If  you need more 
than a few seconds of  your pastor’s time, let it wait another time. Reach out to him or her outside of  
church. Your pastor will appreciate you giving him or her the space he/she needs to make the 
connections they need to. This will also provide the opportunity for the pastor give your situation more 
focus outside the hectic nature of  Sunday mornings. Remember, you’re not the only one who wants or 
needs your pastor’s attention. 

7.   “I need a champion.” 

Many pastors do not feel as if  they have a champion. They often lack that one person who has made it a 
personal goal to watch out for them. When a church is dealing with major financial problems that 
threaten to close the front doors, some pastors are willing to give it all – including dramatically reducing 
their salary, selling multiple personal assets and dipping into retirement to make payroll. Yet, when the 
church reaches a place of  financial health, the sacrifice the pastor and his/her family made is all but 
forgotten. The failure to correct these situations is not often intentional. If  these churches had any clue of  
the financial burden the family was bearing, they most likely would have immediately come to their aid. 
The problem that plagues thousands of  congregations when it comes to the care of  their pastors is they 
simply forget. It’s important that we remember. 

The intensity of  these expectations and the lack of  appreciation can and does bring the majority of  
pastors to a place of  despair and ultimately leaving pastoral ministry. If  you want a healthy church and a 
healthy pastor, it’s important that you remember that pastors are people too.  

Put a Smile on a Senior’s Face 
Eras Milwaukee Faith in Action Program has an urgent need for 
volunteer drivers to take seniors to their medical appointments, the 
pharmacy or the grocery store.  Eras – Engage, Relate, Advocate, 
Support – has provided supportive services at no charge for older adults 
60+ since 1991, based on the Neighborhood Outreach Program (NOP) 
model.  

Please call (414) 488-6500 to learn more about volunteer opportunities 
to help seniors in our community.  Volunteering is very flexible – 
choose when, where, and how you’d like to serve.  Older adults are very 
grateful for the assistance! 
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Laughing Circle
The
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Sign up on the events board                                          
or use the QR code below: 

Bread & Jam 
Thank you to all who help and support the Bread 
& Jam Community Meal Program. We simply 
cannot run this program without the help our our 
wonderful volunteers! 

There is also a sign up for volunteering on Sunday 
afternoons from 2:00pm - 5:00pm to help serve 
meals.  We need volunteers every Sunday, so 
please don't hesitate to look for a date where we 
could use your help!  Talk to Jan Kosanke on 
Sunday morning, or e-mail her at breadandjam@bayviewumc.org. 

For more information, please contact Jan Kosanke at breadandjam@bayviewumc.org 

October Meals 
Served

Bag 
Lunches 
Served

10/6 58 50

10/13 47 50

10/20 45 40

10/27 60 50
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We have been in session for a couple of months 
now and are settling into the school routine. We 
are learning about colors and shapes and are 
learning to share and take turns. 

October was a busy month at Loving Start. We had 
school pictures taken, had our vision checked by Prevent Blindness 
volunteers and went on a field trip to Outpost Foods.  We had fun 
celebrating Halloween and wearing our costumes. Thank you to all who 
helped us with our very 1st Classic Slice Pizza Fundraiser. We raised 
$350! 

In November we will have a Family Movie Night and celebrate 
Thanksgiving with a yummy feast with the children in the classroom.   

We still have a few openings if you know of a child who will be 3 by 
Dec 31st.  

Ms. Debbie, Ms. Annie, Ms. Mary, and Ms. Karen 

LOVING STARTART
PRESCHOOL

November Birthdays

November 3
Travis Drow
November 4

Katrina Schultz 
November 6
Gary Aubry

November 10
Marie Burrows
November 11

Kenneth Becker

November 13
Kelly Fowler

Mark Humphrey
November 14

Stephanie Collins
November 16

Douglas Romfoe
November 22

Sharon Hanstad

November 25
Jason Rae

Patty Thompson
November 26
Mary Lou Rice
November 27
Natalie Collins
November 28

Madelyn Collins
November 29
Kelsie Petrie
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 
7pm NA Mtg

Pastor’s Sabbath

2 
9am Stockboxes
10:30am  AA Mtg
Women's Freedom

3 
10am Worship w/ 
Faith Singers with 
Church Potluck 
following service
2pm Grief Share
2:30pm Bread & 
Jam
7pm AA Mtg

4 
6:30pm District 28 
Mtg
7pm AA Mtg

5 
10am AA Mtg
5:30pm AA Mtg 
5:45pm Music Team 
Mtg
6:30pm Praise 
Band Rehearsal

6 
10am Bible Study
6:15pm Faith 
Singers Rehearsal

7 
6:45pm WBC 
Rehearsal
7pm AA Mtg
7pm Bay View 
Central

Charge Forms
are Due by 2pm

to Office

8 
5pm LSP Family 
Movie Night
7pm NA Mtg

Pastor’s Sabbath

9 
10:30am  AA Mtg 
Women’s Freedom

10 
8:15am Worship
10am Sunday 
School
10:45am Worship 
w/WBC
2pm Grief Share
2:30pm Bread & 
Jam
7pm AA Mtg

Pledge Cards Due

11 
7pm AA Mtg

Veterans Day

12 
10am AA Mtg
5:30pm AA Mtg

13 
10am Bible Study 
12:30pm Cards 
Ministry
6:15pm Faith 
Singers Rehearsal

14 
6:45pm WBC 
Rehearsal
7pm AA Mtg
7pm Bay View 
Central

15 
7pm NA Mtg

Pastor’s Sabbath

16 
10:30am  AA Mtg 
Women’s Freedom

17  
8:15am Worship
10am Sunday 
School
10:45am Worship 
w/ Faith Singers 
2pm Grief Share
2:30pm Bread & 
Jam
7pm AA Mtg

18 
1pm Memory Cafe
6pm ALB Mtg
7pm AA Mtg

19 
10am AA Mtg
5:30pm AA Mtg

20 
10am Bible Study 
6:15pm Faith 
Singers Rehearsal

21 
6:30pm Charge 
Conference
6:45pm WBC 
Rehearsal
7pm AA Mtg
7pm Bay View 
Central

22 
7pm NA Mtg

Pastor’s Sabbath

23 
10:30am  AA Mtg 
Women’s Freedom

24 
8:15am Worship
10am Sunday 
School
10:45am Worship 
w/ Praise Band
2pm Grief Share
2:30pm Bread & 
Jam
7pm AA Mtg

25 
7pm AA Mtg

26 
10am AA Mtg
5:30pm AA Mtg

27 
10am Bible Study
12:30pm Cards 
Ministry
6:15pm Faith 
Singers Rehearsal

28 
7pm AA Mtg
7pm Bay View 
Central

Office Closed
Happy 

Thanksgiving!

29 
7pm NA Mtg

Office Closed

Pastor’s Sabbath

30 
9am Men's 
Breakfast (offsite) 
10:30am  AA Mtg 
Women’s Freedom

November 2019 
Main Level Concert Series 
Narcotics Anonymous  
People Enjoying People  
South East Clergy     
Staff Parish Relations 
Wesleyan Bell Choir Rehearsal

KEY:

MLCS:      
NA: 

   PEP: 
SECA: 

    SPR: 
   WBC:

AA; Alcoholics Anonymous 
ALB: Accountable Leadership 
Board 
FSF: First Sunday Forum - 
Missions 
LSP: Loving Start Preschool 
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Bay View United Methodist Church 
2772 S Kinnickinnic Ave 
Milwaukee, WI 53207 

Phone: 414-744-4036 
Fax: 	 414-744-4928 
Email: officeadmin@bayviewumc.org 

Pastor Kevin Dembinski 
Phone:	920-255-2402 
Email:	 pastorkevin@bayviewumc.org

We’re on the web: 
bayviewumc.org

WORSHIP SERVICE SUNDAYS:  
8:15am Worship 
10:45am Worship 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 

9am - 3pm 

Please Recycle

 Quotable 

”Gratitude is the healthiest of all 
human emotions. The more you 
express gratitude for what you 
have, the more likely you will 
have even more to express 

gratitude for.”  
-Zig Ziglar 

Leadership

http://www.bayviewumc.org
mailto:officeadmin@bayviewumc.org
mailto:pastorkevin@bayviewumc.org
mailto:officeadmin@bayviewumc.org
mailto:pastorkevin@bayviewumc.org
http://www.bayviewumc.org
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	your life over the past week/the past year?
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	In November we will have a Family Movie Night and celebrate Thanksgiving with a yummy feast with the children in the classroom.
	We still have a few openings if you know of a child who will be 3 by Dec 31st.
	Ms. Debbie, Ms. Annie, Ms. Mary, and Ms. Karen
	November Birthdays
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	2772 S Kinnickinnic Ave
	Milwaukee, WI 53207
	Phone: 414-744-4036
	Fax:  414-744-4928
	Email: officeadmin@bayviewumc.org
	Pastor Kevin Dembinski
	Phone: 920-255-2402
	Email: pastorkevin@bayviewumc.org
	November
	2019
	Quotable
	”Gratitude is the healthiest of all human emotions. The more you express gratitude for what you have, the more likely you will have even more to express gratitude for.”
	-Zig Ziglar
	Leadership

