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I’ve come to one of my ‘remote offices’  this morning to work. It’s cold at church and it’s  early yet, so I 
thought some coffee and free wifi would be just the ticket for starting the day. Grrrr! The internet here isn’t 
working! I listen to the man next to me try to explain to the barista (who is  listening politely but is 
understanding nothing) what his guess is as to why the internet isn’t working: “Could be your router or the 

ISP; might try unplugging the box again or call AT&T.” “Okay, thanks”, the 
barista says. He’s now back in the kitchen  - I sincerely doubt that is where the 
router box is!

For me it’s  not a big deal. I can do other things on my computer that don’t 
require the internet. But,  I suspect that some will come in here specifically to 
use the free wifi and will be upset with this cyber glitch in the plan for their day.

I’m telling you this  because my purpose for this  time in this place today was to 
be inspired to write my Connection article and here it is,  right in front of me... 
expectations.

All of us  have expectations. Some are developed as children when adults  teach 
us ‘the ways’ of living. Personal hygiene,  behavior and care for shared 
surroundings  are taught through ‘chores’  with tangible rewards (my personal 
favorite was the sticker!)  and the intangible but just as powerful correcting 
word or ‘look’ from the assessor (usually mom!). Expectations come into our 
choices  regarding the relationships  we engage in, the work we choose, service 
at restaurants, care at the hospital bedside and even the way in which we 
express our faith.

~Expectations are hurtful when they are used as silent judges of  others. 

~Expectations  fail us when they don’t evolve as  our lives and situations 
change.

~Expectations  are divisive when they are not valued as a part of everyone’s strata for living and considered 
with grace as a part of  our mutual conversation.

The common people and mighty rulers of ancient Jerusalem had established spoken and unspoken 
expectations that guided their daily co-existence. Jesus opened up the conversation about these expectations 
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as  he saw the perpetuating injustice and exclusion for many including the God he knew cared more about 
ALL of  these souls in the present AND to their eternal living.

Jesus risked revealing God’s expectation for God’s creation as co-creative, loving,  inclusive and faithful in life-
giving ways. God’s expectation is  grace-filled (free) as well.  Jesus  risked naming the distractions,  the human 
challenges and the dark places of daily living that could be changed with an expectations review. “Don’t 
expect anything – give everything; “Love God with all of your heart, soul,  mind and strength, and love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  (Matt 22, Mark 12, Luke 10)

God’s loving presence,  friends, is what we can expect as  people of God. As  Easter people, we can claim a 
new life,  by God’s  grace. Celebrate a new start and a renewed willingness to expect God in all things. This 
gift frees  us to gently recalibrate our sense of self and others. Expect only love with respect to how you view 
yourself; expect only love with regard to every other you encounter. Expect the fruit of the Spirit to impact 
your life with patience,  joy, peace,  kindness,  understanding, faithfulness  and compassion (Gal. 5:22)  in every 
moment.

What did you expect out of  this Lenten season? (check all that apply!)

____ Did you choose a discipline that expanded your mind and awareness, challenged your comfort 
zone or deepened your understanding of  scripture? 

____ Did you give up favorite things  in order to make room for those disciplines in ways that made 
you more aware of  God with you? 

____ Did you expect to just breeze by the 40 days without engaging your brothers and sisters in 
Christ about faith? 

____ Did you expect to come to church and have Lent done to you? Letting pastors  tell you how 
Lent should be and then just thinking that is enough?

Lent is a time to challenge old expectations, let go of divisive ones  and to prepare ourselves for the joy of 
new life given to ALL by God’s grace.

My hope is that we gather together, every week,  expecting first to praise God in worship. Further,  that our 
mutual interests include spiritual growth, serving together and expecting God’s  love to lead our ministry and 
being in this place. 

The guy next to me is  leaving now. The barista says from behind the counter at the other end of the shop as 
he’s pouring a latte with beauty and skill into a ‘to-go’ cup,  “Sorry, man.” And the man,  putting on his coat 
turns  and says with a smile, “It’s all good man. It’s not your fault.” and out the door he goes. That’s  often not 
what we expect – that’s grace, friends! Amen.

	 	 Peace to each of  you, 	

	 	 	 	 	 Pastor Kelly

But I Expected.... Continued from Page 1
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Our early March fundraising events  netted about $360 for the church as  we invited our neighbors to join to 
celebrate Dr. Suess’ birthday and to kick off the Lenten season with a Mardi Gras pancake supper. We 
served about 100 people through those 2 events and the 25+ volunteers  for these events  had a great time 
serving together! Thank you to Kitty S.,  Arnie A. Jackie B. and Paula Z. who were lead organizers  for the 
Dr. Suess  event and to the whole Mardi Gras  crew of decorators, kitchen workers, hospitality, musicians and 
post event tear down crew who gave their time for this event.

	 	 	 	 	 	 Pastor Kelly

Thank You: An events postscript 

During Lent our Core team has  been making themselves available following each worship service to talk 
about this  very question. I felt it was time I shared with all of you why I believe it is time for us to truly 
become a reconciling congregation.

A while ago I led a study using Philip Gulley’s book, If God is Love. In this  book Gulley writes: “I once found 
homosexuality abhorrent and the idea of same sex marriages  outrageous. That was  when I was convinced 
sexual orientation was  a choice and homosexuality a perversion. This opinion was easy to maintain when I 
didn’t know any homosexuals, but impossible to retain when my prejudices were confronted with reality.”

There was  a time when those words could easily have been my own. I don’t know that I necessarily thought 
homosexuality “abhorrent” but I did believe it to be “a sin”, something that wasn’t quite right. Over the 
years  I’ve come a long way from that way of thinking and it has been partly a result of my ever-evolving 
understanding of God’s love but mostly it has  been because of some very special friendships I have been 
blessed to enjoy.

One young woman in particular has helped me understand that one’s sexual orientation is  simply part of 
one’s DNA, just as  I happen to be left-handed while most other folks  are right-handed. Now I realize you 
might not see this the same way and that’s okay. After all, it’s taken me a long time to reach this place!

This  same woman I mentioned has  over the years  become one of my closest friends and is  one of the most 
considerate and caring people I know. She lives  her faith every moment of her life and probably much better 
than I do. How then can I ever think of  her as somehow not being worthy of  God’s love? I simply cannot.

What I can do is  honor our friendship by continuing to advocate for the full inclusion of ALL people…not 
just in the church I am blessed to serve, but also in the world in which we ALL live together. That’s why I 
think it’s time.

	 	 	 Blessings,
	 	 	 	 	 	 Pastor Andy

So Why Should We Become a 
Reconciling Congregation?
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This  is  an event at Annual Conference where all the churches bring items for missions in the form of kits. 
We are seeking this year to do school bags as well as  men’s  and women’s and kid’s  kits for Northcott 
Neighborhood House, United Methodist Children’s  Services,  Solomon Community Temple and Harbor 
House. We will also need to cover shipping for the MMDC kits  we donate,  so there are many opportunities 
to offer support. We will be collecting items up until Annual Conference in June in the Gathering Space. We 
will be collecting in the fashion of a giving tree (as in a Christmas  giving tree). If you would like to donate, 
please take a card from the giving tree,  beginning April 27th. Though we love to see involvement from 
anyone interested, please adhere to the following guidelines:

✦ Only donate new items

✦ Only donate items from the list

✦ Do not skip items on the list

✦ Include $1 in the MMDC school bags
to cover shipping costs of  your donation (we
cannot donate bags without shipping)

Annual Conference InGathering

MMDC School Bags:
-3 notebooks (8" X 10 1/2"-spiral are best)
-6 pencils (#2, unsharpened, no advertising)
-1 pair of  blunt school scissors
-1 ruler (12") (with metric)
-1 2.5" eraser
-1 box of  24 count Crayola Crayons
-1 pencil sharpener
-2 handled tote bag of  sturdy fabric
Please place items in tote bag. Directions for sewing a 
bag are available at www.midwestmissiondc.org
Shipping donation per bag: $1

Kids’ Kits:
1 toothbrush
1 wash cloth
1 toothpaste
6 pencils
1 kid shampoo
1 board book
1 coloring book
1 comb
1 flavored lip balm
1 travel-size tissue box
1 pack of  party-favor size play 

dough 6 kids’ adhesive plastic 
bandage strips 24 count pack of  
crayons

1 pack of  ponytail holders/hairclips

Men's Kits:
1 antiperspirant
2 bars of  soap
1 toothbrush
1 washcloth
1 toothpaste
1 comb
1 hand sanitizer
1 nail clipper
1 disposable razor
1 shaving cream
1 sewing repair kit
1 travel-size tissue box
1 pen & pad of  paper
1 travel-size shampoo
6 adhesive plastic bandage strips 
(plain)

Women’s Kits:
1 antiperspirant
2 bars of  soap
1 toothbrush
1 washcloth
1 toothpaste
1 comb
1 hand sanitizer
1 nail clipper, emery
1 sewing repair kit
1 travel-size tissue box
1 pen & pad of  paper
1 lip balm
1 travel-size shampoo
1 hair spray/mousse
6 adhesive plastic bandage 
strips (plain)

Below are kits for our Wisconsin Conference needs at Harbor House, United Methodist Children’s  Services, 
Northcott Neighborhood House and Solomon Community Temple. All NEW items, please. All items  in a 1 
gallon plastic zipper bag. No shipping costs.



Monday, June 23rd will be  a Learning Day open to all clergy 
and laity. Our day together will focus on our vision of every 
congregation, charge and circuit becoming transformational centers 
of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,  generosity,  faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.

Our opening plenary will have greetings from Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, a 
keynote from Director of Connectional Ministries,  Dan Dick, and equipping 
workshops on evangelism, community organizing,   spiritual formation, worship in the world,  Christian unity, 
community organizing, youth leadership, and missions.

This  learning day is open to everyone, beginning at 9am,  concluding by 3pm. Every participant will leave 
with resources for use in the local church to help launch our conference-wide fruit-producing strategy.

There is no charge for attending this event. Prior to May 20, you may purchase meal tickets  during the 
registration process, if  you wish. You will also indicate which workshops you wish to attend as well.

Questions? Please call Karen Lamoree in the Conference Office at 1-888-240-7328 during regular business 
hours or email her at klamoree@wisconsinumc.org

Sunday School has set another ‘pay it  forward’ 
assembly day,  April 13 (bring your travel sized 
toiletries  to Gathering Space basket. The kids 
add holiday greetings  to the bags  they 
assemble. They are made available to those 
attending Bread & Jam.

New Member Class
Sunday, May 18th

12:00pm

Easter Sunday Worship
Sunday, April 20th

Sunrise Service 6am @ Humboldt Park
Sanctuary   9am   10:45am

PEP Tales from a Zoo
Sunday, May 4th

5:00pm

‘Pay It Forward’
Sunday School Redux

Annual Conference Learning Day



Saturday

April 12

9am

All Church Cleaning Day

Sponsored 
by PEP

Coffee and
donuts?

I’m there!



Hi!   My name is Stacy Johnson and I’m excited to begin the journey as 
your new organist!   I’ll share just a little bit about myself.  I grew up with a 
father who was in the Navy Band and so I grew up starting in California, 
Wisconsin,  Virginia, Tennessee,  and then ending back in Wisconsin. My 
immediate and extended families  have always been active in music which 
meant I most definitely was as well.  I was always  in choir,  chimes, and bells 
in elementary and middle school,  and as a high schooler got my first job as 
a church organist.   For college,  I went to Xavier University in Cincinnati 
and got a BS in Music Education. While there,  I participated in band, 
choir,  early music ensemble, percussion ensemble, accompanists for 

Say Hello to Stacy, Our New Organist!

New Wednesday Adult Book Study

musicals and was also the student conductor of the pep band.  After college I moved back to WI and 
substitute taught for a few years, and currently teach full time music for Milwaukee Public Schools. On the 
Sundays I am not at Bay View,  I will be playing organ at First Presbyterian Church in Kenosha. I’m very 
excited to get back to my United Methodist roots and begin my journey at this wonderful church.

In Making Sense of the Bible, Adam Hamilton invites  us  into an honest conversation about the Bible. The 
book begins  with foundational questions  such as, How and when was the Bible written? Who decided which 
books  made it into the scriptures and why? How literally must we 
read it? And, Is the Bible ever wrong?

From there,  Hamilton considers  the real questions people 
frequently ask that continue to divide Christians  and 
denominations alike,  including: Were Adam and Eve real people? 
Why is  God so violent in the Old Testament? Why would Paul 
command women to "keep silent in the church"? Is  Jesus the only 
way to salvation? How does  God view homosexual people? Is the 
Book of  Revelation a guide to the End Times?

In approachable and inviting language,  Hamilton addresses these 
often misunderstood biblical themes leading readers  to a deeper 
appreciation of the Bible so that we might hear God speak 
through it and find its words to be life-changing and life-giving.

Pastor Kelly invites  you to explore these questions  Wednesday 
evenings from 6pm to 7:30pm, starting the first Wednesday after 
Easter, April 23rd. It is  a six week study. Cost of the book is $10. 
Sign up is on The Cube.



Last month we talked about 
t i t h i n g o u r e n v e l o p e 
collections to be used for the 
church’s  apportionment. I 
would like to take this time to 
give you the whole picture 
because it’s not exactly rosy.  
T h e t i t h e w e u s e f o r 
a p p o r t i o n m e n t s  i s n o t 
covered fully by envelope giving,  each month we fall short on the expected payment.  The money that’s used 
to complete our obligation basically comes from our savings  that is  held in a Trustee account, and that is 
running out. Sure we have money set aside because we have dreams and hopes for the future, but it is just as 
important  and it is  the responsibility of the congregation to ensure that our obligations  are met.  Please give 
consideration to the diagram above when you are sharing your blessings  with the church.   90 cents stays at 
the local church, and we need to ensure the other 10 cents goes to apportional giving for the greater good.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Finance Team

Your Dollars At Work
From the Finance Team

Every Week Success!

Weekly Bread and Jam effort is a success! Weekly average is 55 neighbors  served! We’ve welcomed and 
trained 2 new church groups and 5 individuals so far. 

The Bread and Jam board voted unanimously to continue serving weekly meals!

Thanks to everyone who has stepped up to serve and support the free meal ministry as it expanded to a 
weekly schedule through the winter months. Meals  will continue weekly going forward so your 
opportunity to serve will also continue! Please sign up on the chart in the Gathering Space or contact 
the church office. *There is  a special emergent need for Easter Sunday volunteers! (it’s  a great ham and 
scalloped potatoes Easter meal that day!). Everyone is  always welcome to come to eat,  the fellowship is 
the biggest part of  this ministry we offer this neighborhood!



Stewardship is about giving of our time and talents as much as our treasures. Peter was inspired to write this 
beautiful poem while sharing a meal with our Bread and Jam guests.

A Meal Memorandum by Peter Krempel	

March 2, 2014

Bread and Jam is a reflection of  people under a roof  in which there is a steeple...
Most come with a simple need, which is why volunteers come to help feed.
Some of  the faces can often seem tested, for a moment though their bodies are rested.
Winter has brought some fearsome cold.
They come inside and the warmth then takes hold.
Dessert comes at the end of  the meal.
Maybe for some it helps their woulds heal.
They’re very far away from Washington, D.C.
Most are people politicians don’t see.
For volunteers they answer a call, that God simply loves them all.
Some come alone.
Some come with others. 
When they sit down, they’re all sisters and brothers.
Sometimes it seems it’s a big family to feed.
But Bread and Jam will do that as long as there is a need.

Thank you to all who share in this way and others. Special thanks to Peter for sharing his talent in this poem.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Judy Banta
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Stewardship Leader	 	
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Stewardship

2014 Giving Record2014 Giving Record2014 Giving Record2014 Giving Record2014 Giving Record2014 Giving Record

Fund Needed Monthly
Received in 

March Needed YTD Rec’d YTD
Over/(short)

YTD

General $17,181 $14,860 $51,543 $44,982 -$6,561

Rec’d This Month Paid Monthly Due YTD Paid YTD

Apportionment $2,314 $2,314 $6,942 $6,942 $0

Easy Ways to Help Make a Difference
๏ Kid’s Closet still needs clothes! Any season/any size/girls and boys.
๏ The Bay View food pantry  benefits from our donations – we collect non perishable 

items anytime in the pink wicker basket in the coat room at church.
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Our preschoolers are hoping for spring, so we 
took down all our snowflakes and had a bit of 
fun with leprechauns. We hope to go to Classic 
Slice Pizza for a field trip as soon as the ice 
melts.  We will also invite our parents to join 
us for Fairy Tale Night and a pirate treasure 
hunt later this month. 
 April is Month of the Young Child and we plan to host the Coffee 
Hour and share some pictures with you.
Registration for fall classes has begun.  If you know of a family 
with a child who will be 3 by Dec 31st, have them call us for a 
tour.

Miss Martha, Miss Dawn, Miss Mary and Miss Karen

LOVING STARTART
PRESCHOOL

 April Birthdays
April 1st

Alexander Berry
Jackie Blackburn

Dave Rosing

April 2nd

Lucille Ott

April 5th

Wendy Grumley
Adam Haile

Aurelia Schultz

April 6th

Mathew Brezinski

April 7th

Linda Becker
Maxine Lelivelt

Janice Liebenstein
Tim Schultz

April 8th

Ross Jackson

April 9th

Gerald Knepper

April 11th

Katy Meyer

April 12th

William Felber

April 13th

Becky Rehorst

April 16th

Sarah Hillmert-Gudelsky

April 18th

Marilyn Gray
Richard Kumbier

April 21st

Leo Cigale

April 23rd

Sydney Haile

April 25th

Lucy Meyer

April 27th

John Liebenstein

April 28th

Linda Kreider

April 29th

Kevin Meyer
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

30    Lent 4
8:15am Worship
9:15am Sunday
   School & Coffee
9:20am Being Hope
10:45am Worship
3pm Bread & Jam
7pm  AA
One Great Hour 

of Sharing

31
8:45am LSP
7pm AA

1
8:45am LSP
10am AA
5:30pm AA 

2
8:45am LSP
10am Bible Study
3pm SECA (Off-Site)
7pm Love to Stay

3
8:45am LSP
6:30pm Faith Singers
7pm Keystone AA 
7:30pm Wesleyan Bells

4
8:45am LSP
7pm NA Mtg

5
10am  Grief Share
10:30am WF AA

6     Lent 5
8:15am Worship
9:15am Sunday
    School & LSP 
    Coffee Hour
9:20am Being Hope
10:45am Worship
3pm Bread & Jam
5pm Wilsonaires
6pm Rain Gutter
      Regata
7pm  AA

7
8:45am LSP
7pm AA

8
8:45am LSP
10am AA
5:30pm AA 
6pm Trustees Mtg

9
8:45am LSP
10am Bible Study
12:30pm Cards
           Ministry
7pm Love to Stay
7pm Craft Minstry

10
8:45am LSP
6pm Praise Band
6:30pm Faith Singers
7pm Keystone AA 
7:30pm Wesleyan Bells

11
8:45am LSP
5:30pm Suzuki
                  Strings
7pm NA Mtg

12
9am All Church
   Clean Up
10am  Grief Share
10:30am WF AA
1pm Feed My 
  Starving Children

13    Lent 6
8:15am Worship
9:15am Sunday
   School & Coffee
9:20am Being Hope
10:45am Worship
3pm Bread & Jam
7pm  AA

Palm Sunday

14
8:45am LSP
6:15pm Music Mtg
7pm AA

15
8:45am LSP
10am AA
5:30pm AA
7:15pm SPR Mtg

16
8:45am LSP
10am Bible Study

17
8:45am LSP
7pm Keystone AA
7pm Maunday 
    Thursday Worship

18
8:45am LSP
7pm NA Mtg
7pm Good Friday
      Worship
8pm Easter 
      Rehearsal

19
10am  Grief Share
10:30am WF AA

20 
6am Sunrise Worship
   (Humboldt Park)
7am Easter Breakfast
   (UCC on Oklahoma)
9am Worship 
10:45am Worship
3pm Bread & Jam
7pm  AA

Easter Sunday

21
8:45am LSP
7pm AA
7pm District 28 AA
7pm Finance Mtg

22
8:45am LSP
10am AA
5:30pm AA

23
8:45am LSP
10am Bible Study
12:30pm Card
           Ministry
6pm Book Study
7pm Craft Ministry

24
8:45am LSP
6pm Praise Band
7pm Keystone AA
7:30pm Wesleyan Bells

25
8:45am LSP
5:30pm Suzuki
                  Strings
7pm NA Mtg

26
10am  Grief Share
10:30am WF AA

27 
8:15am Worship
9:15am Sunday
   School & Coffee
10:45am Worship
3pm Bread & Jam
7pm  AA

28
8:45am LSP
7pm AA

29
8:45am LSP
10am AA
5:30pm AA
7pm Core Team

30
8:45am LSP
10am Bible Study
5pm LSP Fairy Tale
    Night
6pm Book Study

1
8:45am LSP
6pm Praise Band
6:30pm Faith Singers
7pm Keystone AA
7:30pm Wesleyan Bells

2
8:45am LSP
7pm NA Mtg

3
10am  Grief Share
10:30am WF AA

Calendar   2014
April

K E Y :
                LSP: Loving Start Preschool
          Outpost: Alternative High School 
             SECA: South East Clergy    
                SPR: Staff Parish Relations
        Wesleyan:  Wesleyan Bells
            WF AA: Women’s Freedom AA
                PEP: People Enjoying People
                  NA: Narcotics Anonymous



April
2014

BAY VIEW United Methodist Church
2772 S Kinnickinnic Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53207

Phone: 414-744-4036
Fax: 	 414-744-4928
Email: officeadmin@bayviewumc.org

Pastor Kelly Fowler
Phone:	414-378-4012
Email:	pastorkelly@bayviewumc.org

Pastor Andy Oren
Phone: 414-744-3927
Email:	pastorandy@bayviewumc.org 

We’re on the web:
www.bayviewumc.org

SPRING SERVICES: 

8:15am Worship
9:15am Coffee Hour & 

Sunday School
10:45am Worship

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday, Tuesday
Thursday, Friday
 8:30am - 2:00pm

Wednesday 
8:30am - 1:30pm

Please Recycle

Out of the Heart of our Community
ALL Are Welcome at Bay View

United Methodist Church

2772 S Kinnickinnic Ave
bayviewumc.org

(414) 744 - 4036
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