
Friends, it’s great to be able to pay our bills, fully pledge support our apportionment payment and raise our 
collective voice to pray for our children and teachers.  

But, do you remember:

✤ that Sunday this  Spring when each of you came forward to touch the 
beautiful shawl that was lovingly made for a pregnant congregant about 
to begin chemotherapy? 

✤ this  Summer when a long time friend of this church stood during joys 
and concerns to announce that he was legally and joyfully marrying his 
long time partner in November?  

O P E N  H E A R T S .  O P E N  M I N D S .  O P E N  D O O R S . T M 
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Blessing “Ships”:
Leadership, Stewardship and Worship

Guide My Feet
While I Run This Race

That is  one of the hymns in our Faith We Sing Hymnal and an early service 
favorite. It reminds  me of the verse from Hebrews that invites  us to “run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us.” That passage also includes the idea 
that we are surrounded by a mighty cloud of witnesses,  all encouraging us  as 

we run our race. I don’t know about you,  but I take comfort in thinking that my parents,  among others, are 
still cheering me on as I continue on to my own finish line, however far ahead of  me that might be.

But I also think of these words of scripture in the context of our church and especially as  we come into the 
last quarter of our yearly giving pledges. We are sort of rounding the last turn and while some are way 
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Blessing “Ships”...
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✤ when Pr. Andy asked one of the kids  to squeeze the tube of toothpaste and her brother blurted out,  “O 
God!” as the paste went everywhere? 

✤ recently in worship as two people witnessed to the power of  prayer!

These are wonderful moments of blessing! I know this because they “have legs” as  folks continue to bring 
them up and continue to witness to their importance and/or impact in their daily living. These moments  are 
amazing and significant! I am always happily surprised by the freedom folks  have to express these moments 
in community and I am always so proud of the communities’  affirming, supportive response to these shared 
moments! The heart of  this Church sure beats big!

Recently,  God is opening to me a new application and purpose for blessing in the ministry we share. Friends, 
I believe that in this time we are becoming  a blessing church! We are meant for more than just the recollection 
and celebration of  moments of  blessing. Church! We are being called to bless!

As people who recognize God is calling us to name and claim how we are bringing and being God’s  blessing 
through the ministry we practice inside our church and through the ministry we extend the world.  

Merriam-Webster defines  blessing as: approval that allows or helps [you] to do something;  help and 
approval from God; something that helps [you] or brings happiness.

The Message Bible interprets  “blessing” as  “delight” and “affirmation”. There are 151 uses of the word in 
the Bible framing it as a gift to receive and as an action to offer that’s even greater than receiving it. (Acts 
20:35; Hebrews 7:7). And, Paul celebrates the Philippians  (4:15)  for partnering with him to bless  (both giving 
and receiving).

In worship we bless to dedicate,  make holy or sacred through rituals  that honor and bring glory to God. We 
blessed Jennifer Balfanz as she accepted Christ and joined our church through Confirmation! (and we are 
blessed by her witness)

Through the October Stewardship campaign we will have the opportunity to both give and receive blessing 
as  we do the work of prayer and pencil to prepare our 2016 financial pledge support for the ministry of Bay 
View UMC.

Our leadership blesses  the ministry by freely giving their gifts of time and talent. They receive so much 
more from those of you who help alongside,  bring fresh insight,  send affirming notes  and offer words of 
gratitude. Who is being called to leadership in the coming days?

Our “ships” blessing is on a healthy and good course – so good that over the last two years we have acted to 
expand our welcome to ALL and we’ve become a teaching ground for new leaders who are training for 
work in the ministry ! God has readied us for more blessing ministry in the days to come and I am honored 
and blessed to be a blessing along with you each and every day.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Pastor Kelly

continued from page 1...
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ahead and have already finished the race,  others are lagging a bit behind. There is an old African proverb 
that says,  “If you want to go fast,  go alone, if you want to go far, go together.” It is  only together,  as part of a 
community of  givers, that we can finish strong.

In October we’ll focus on stewardship for three successive Sundays. We’ll begin that “conversation” by 
hearing from one of our lay members,  Mark Humphrey. The following week I’ll share some thoughts  and 
the final week Pastor Kelly will tie everything together. When you consider the financial giving of a 
congregation, and us as members of that congregation,  it does resemble a marathon race, one that stretches 
out over the length of a year. Now we all know that circumstances change over the course of time and 
sometimes the pledge commitment one makes  at the beginning of the year just cannot be met. We get that. 
But if the majority of us  honor our pledges we will finish strong so I encourage you to carefully review the 
3rd Quarter Statements you’ll be receiving in October and do your best to meet your pledges.

We are also called from time to time to run “sprints”. These are short races  with a clearly defined goal in 
mind. Just recently I encouraged you to empty your coin jars in support of the Bay View Community 
Center’s  food pantry. I’m excited to tell you our canister of change came in at $97.26, one of the best of 
local churches and local businesses. Our friends at Anodyne Coffee had the most with $126.27. Good for 
them!

Our Wesleyan Bell Choir is  also inviting us to “sprint” along with them as  they raise funds for the 
refurbishment of our bells. This  is an expensive proposition and not something covered in our annual 
church budget. All of our music here is  excellent but I think you’ll agree those bells are something special. So 
let’s all dig just a little deeper,  as we are able,  and show our support for our bell choirs  as they host Coffee 
Hour on October 11 and November 8. Let’s finish strong!

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Pastor Andy

Guide My Feet... continued from page 1...

PEP Halloween Potluck
Sunday, October 25th

6pm
In the Gathering Space
Sign Up on The Cube

Food - Games - Fun
Costumes Optional



As the result of a review of our 56 year old set of Handbells,  it was decided some of 
the bells  need factory service. Twenty-two Handbells were shipped to the 
Whitechapel Foundry (London, England)  in July. Their condition was  assessed and 
a quote to repair was  provided. The good news is  that the review found our bells to 
be clean and well cared for. That being said,  58 years has  produced wear on the 
moving parts,  some worn and loose handles, and one bell in need of being recast 
due to poor tone.

The repairs are scheduled to occur in the next few weeks and they should be back in 
Bay View the third week of  October.

The total Cost of this  is estimated to be approximately $5,500. There is  some 
money in Handbell Memorial funds  and the Memorials  Committee is working to 
augment this from other sources.

It will likely be prudent to send the remaining 34 bells from the original 1958 
purchase back over the next two or three summers  so the entire set is totally 
refurbished.

The Bell Choir members will be hosting coffee hour on the Sundays the Handbells ring for the foreseeable 
future as a way of offsetting a portion of this cost. Any other consideration you can offer will be much 
appreciated.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Thanks, Mark and the Wesleyan Handbell Choir
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From Bay View to Whitechapel and Back

Beginning Sunday,  October 4th, and running for six weeks I will be leading an adult 
class  using Mike Slaughter's book and video series,  "Renegade Gospel: The Radical 
Road to the Cross." We offered this  as  a weeknight class last spring and I was so 
impressed with the material that I wanted to offer it again.

We'll be meeting in the library from 9:15 to 10:00 a.m. As we will only have 45 
minutes I ask you to please be prompt in getting there (I'll try to do the same as I'll 
be coming from early service!). I will have books  available for purchase this coming 
Sunday. They should be $10-12. 

For those who took the class last spring,  I'd welcome any and all to sit in again or if 
you would like to share your book with someone else bring it with you next Sunday.

Please indicate your interest on the sign-up sheet found on The Cube. 

Hope to have your voice...and the rest of  you at the table!	 	 Pastor Andy

New Fall Adult Book Study w/Pastor Andy



Don’t miss it!
Once again, East Side 

Chamber Players is offering a 
free musical concert to the 

public in our Sanctuary. This 
group is really remarkable in 

their talents and every year they 
offer us a free opportunity to listen 
to great music. You should come 
and see them because they do 
amazing stuff - and it’s FREE!

Free Concert
In the Sanctuary

Sunday, October 18th 
2pm

Packer Party Pot Luck for the noon game against the Carolina Panthers. 

Yes! Wear your Packer gear to church that day
Yes! Sign up to bring tail-gate food and snacks
Yes! We watch right in the Gathering Space on the big screen
No! We don’t serve alcohol for this event.
Yes! We really do have fun!!

There is no child care for this event. (sometimes Rainbow Randa comes for awhile!) Children are 
welcome, parents may use and return the nursery and Sunday school equipment as needed to 

occupy children so that everyone enjoys the event.

5

vs

Go! Pack! Go!

Sunday, November 8th     ●     12pm     ●     Sign Up on The Cube
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MPTV is  planning their 8th annual drive to collect new scarves, hats 
and (of course)  mittens for children, men,  and women in need. So 
get your needles and crochet hooks  out and start knitting and 
crocheting away -  especially if you love to work on projects but have 
no one to give them to! The drive is October 5 to 23.  Donated items 
can be premade,  purchased items for those who want to donate, but 
don’t plan to knit/crochet.  

Contact Diane Evans if you have any questions: by Phone at 
781-424-1504 (cell) or by Email at dbevans2@me.com

Mittens and More

Senior Stockbox Building - Hunger Task Force
Date:  November 9, 2015
Time:  1-4 pm
Location: MKE Regional Business Park, 
	       300 E College Ave., Milwaukee
Volunteers Needed: 15-25 people (minimum 15)
Sign Up Deadline: November 1, 2015

Volunteers will build and fill boxes of basic needs  food for low income senior citizens. This box contains 
16-17 items which Hunger Task Force provides to almost 10,000 seniors  a month. Sign up to be a part of 
the Bay View UMC team! Sign up is on The Cube until Sunday, November 1st.

Please Note: Volunteers will be doing some lifting, up to 30 pounds. You must be able to be on your 
feet for the activity and bend, stoop and lift.

United Methodist Volunteers in Mission
This  ministry of the UMC provides volunteer opportunities to express  Christ's love by helping our brothers 
and sisters  locally, across the nation and around the globe through disaster response, housing projects  and 
rehabilitation, education and medical assistance. (It is, as a side effect, an interesting way to travel)

It doesn't matter what your age, your skill or your knowledge.  There is something you can do.

There is  usually a VIM trip to Lake Lucerne Campground in late September.  That maybe of interest to the 
winter campers who make use of  this facility.

VIM is a wonderful way to meet new people, help others and have good adventure.

Questions?  Ask Ann Pier

mailto:dbevans2@me.com
mailto:dbevans2@me.com
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Divine Intervention Volunteers
Each year we host Divine Intervention Potluck dinners on Fridays 

in October. Meals are provided by another outside ministry or 
family, but they do not provide the service during dinner. If  you 

are interested in volunteering this year, there are still spots 
available. Sign up is on The Cube.

Potlucks are:

 5:30pm to 7pm on Friday evenings in October 

Location: Gathering Space

First Sunday Forums Return!
9:15am – 10:00am in the Gathering Space on Sunday mornings

What is a First Sunday Forum? This is an introductory (20-30 minute) listening time followed by 5-10 
minutes of Q & A on topics relevant to our ministry and/or to our community. We host a new community 
partner or non-profit on the first Sunday of  the month.

• Adult Ed classes are suspended on First Sundays so that ALL can attend! 
• Music ministry call time is 10am so that ALL may attend!
• Children’s Sunday School begins at 10am so that ALL may attend!
• The nursery is open ALL morning for children who need a watchful eye! 

November 1st: Northcott Neighborhood House Missioners: Tyler and Sara will talk about opportunities  for 
young adults and short term mission work and their specific experience with worker justice and GED. They 
will also be sharing their arts/ leadership gifts with us in the 10:45am service of  worship.

New This Year! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !      by Pr. Kelly

Sunday November 1st – Celebrating ALL Saints Day

And yes,  I mean celebrating! I’m borrowing a couple of ideas  I’ve read about recently! I am bringing them 
to our community with hope that you will embrace this  day with a new and vigorous attitude of blessing. 
Blessing those saints gone now from our church family in the last year. Blessing those saints gone however 
long ago from our church and personal families. Blessing those saints of the world who stood strong for 
justice and love and freedom. Blessing those religious saints  that you have a personal admiration for. And, 
blessing our everyday saints  – ourselves  – as we continue on with the legacy given to us  here in this place to 
be God’s people. More information to come!

PEP Outing: 
Hobo Dinner

Stew, Coleslaw, Homemade Pies…

Saturday, October 24th 

Location: South Milwaukee UMC
1327 Marshall Ave

South Milwaukee, WI 

Adults: $ 9.50
Children: $ 5.00

Sign up on The Cube
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Welcoming Refugees as ‘Fellow Pilgrims’ in Europe
God calls the church “to welcome those who arrive as our fellow pilgrims,” the European Methodist Council 
said in a pastoral letter to the Methodist, Wesleyan and United churches in Europe, as well as  the European 
public.

The European Methodist Council’s letter was released after the group concluded a meeting in Ruse, 
Bulgaria,  on September 15. The consultative body brings together United Methodist and Methodist leaders 
to share information, discuss common issues and support the work of  the Fund for Mission in Europe.

Council co-chairs  are the Rev. Donald Ker of Ireland and United Methodist Bishop Christian Alsted, leader 
of  the denomination’s Nordic and Baltic Area.

The Rev. Michael Nausner, a United Methodist who is a professor and Dean of International Affairs  at the 
Reutlingen School of Theology in Germany, told United Methodist News  Service that responding to the 
refugee crisis requires large-scale participation.

“Immigration is no longer an issue that can be thoroughly planned and bureaucratically managed by 
officials;  it is an everyday reality that could not be handled without countless people who welcome, donate 
and assist,” he wrote in a September 11 email.

Earlier that week, Nausner had stayed with Methodist friends in Hamburg helping out at a refugee camp 
with tents next door. Camp organizers, he was told, were forced to turn back both volunteers and donations 
because they were overloaded. Similar gestures of welcome have occurred elsewhere in Germany, Austria 
and at his own theology school.

“In Vienna,  Austria, for example,  Methodists  are among those holding up ‘Refugees Welcome’ signs at the 
railway station, and the biggest United Methodist church in Vienna is  ─ as  I type these lines ─ calling for 

mattresses and volunteers to help host up to 50 refugees if  need be in the church facility,” he wrote.

HOW TO  HELP

The United Methodist Committee on Relief has worked with local partners  in Italy and Greece to provide 
emergency relief to refugees arriving in those gateway countries to Europe. Donate to UMCOR’s 
international disaster response.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Finance Team

Stewardship Sermon Series:  “Empowered By Grace to…”
October 11 To Serve – Mark Humphrey, lay speaker for Laity Sunday
October 18 To Witness – Pastor Andy
October 25 To Do the Very Best We Can – Pastor Kelly
November 1 Consecration Sunday – blessing the promised giving (pledges) for the coming year
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2015 September Giving Record2015 September Giving Record2015 September Giving Record2015 September Giving Record

Fund

Rec’d 
This 

Month
Needed 
Monthly

(Short)/
Over This 

Month
Rec’d This 

Year
Needed

This Year

(Short)/
Over

This Year

General $16,139 $17,851 ($1,712) $126,519 $142,811 ($16,292)

Apportionment* $2,436 $2,361 $75 $20,136 $18,888 $1,248

Totals $18,575 $20,212 ($1,637) $146,655 $161,699 ($15,044)

Giving Is…sharing. 
It is an acknowledgement that God owns everything. We are simple stewards.

We will be moving in to our Fall Stewardship Campaign later this month. Let’s not overlook the ways 
children can be encouraged to be good stewards and leaders  in living the gospel of Christ throughout the 
upcoming holiday season. Inviting them to “trick-or-treat for UNICEF gives  them the opportunity to help 
less fortunate children to have clean water, medicine, and warm blankets.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Your Stewardship Team

*The total apportionment of  $2361.00 was paid this month

Common Ground Update
Common Ground(CG) has been very active this summer.

CG learned that Wes  Edens, an owner of the Milwaukee Bucks, is a 72% owner and board member of 
Nationstar,  a mortgage servicing company with 3000 properties  in Milwaukee. CG leaders went to the 
Nationstar annual meeting in Dallas  and initiated negotiations that resulted in 30 MILLION awarded to 
Milwaukee to rehab foreclosed homes.

The Healthcare Cooperative is  up and running with 37000 participants, Other ongoing campaigns relate to 
workforce transportation, Milwaukee Rising Housing, and Parenting Cafes.

New CG initiatives include:
• a Southside organization - concerns regarding street safety near schools, an indoor soccer complex, and 

resources for the homeless.
• Watershed - educating and impacting threats to clean water, i.e. antibiotics in the water and storm water 

runoff.
• Don't Stand Idly By - Addressing gun violence, advocating smart guns and universal background checks.

The next Delegates Assembly is scheduled for Wednesday evening, November 4th.  How can we as a church 
not be part of  this dynamic organization for the common good along with 32 other denominations?

Questions? Looking for more information? Ask Judy Banta or Ann Pier.
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Loving Start Preschool is off to a good start 
with lots of fun activities.  We enjoy finger 
painting, playing in the water table and painting 
at the easel. The Panda Bear room has been 
learning about farm animals and the Butterfly 
room has been learning to draw faces and 
talking about our families.
We had an all school picnic at South Shore Park welcoming 33 
families!  We participated in Bay View Bash with an obstacle course 
for toddlers.
We look forward to October and more fun activities.  Some children 
are already planning their Halloween costumes.
For more activities and pictures check our Loving Start Preschool on 
Facebook.

Miss Martha, Miss Debbie, Miss Mary and Miss Karen, Miss Nicole

LOVING STARTART
PRESCHOOL

October 5th

Shirley Mae Zeller

October 6th

Brenda Comp

October 7th

Dave Haefner
Kate Krempel

October 9th

Marianna Bernal

October 11th

Sally Warkaske

October 14th

Kelly Heipel

October 15th

Gregory Decker
Louise Feiertag

October 19th

Angela Jackson
John Stroleny

October 21st

Eleanor Decker
Harlan Tranmal

October 28th

Scott Elliott

October 30th

Thomas Lelivelt

October 31st

Kim Elliott

Birthdays
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

27
8:15am Worship
9:15am Coffee Hour
10am Sunday School 
10:45am Worship
2pm GriefShare
3pm Bread & Jam
7pm AA Mtg

28
8:45am LSP
6:30pm Music Team
7pm AA Mtg

29
8:45am LSP
10am AA Mtg
5:30pm AA Mtg
7:15pm SPR Mtg

30
8:45am LSP
10am Bible Study

1
8:45am LSP
6:30pm Faith Singers
7pm AA Mtg
7:30pm WBC

2
8:45am LSP
5pm Wedding
    Rehearsal
5:30pm Divine
    Intervention
7pm NA Mtg

3
10:30am  AA Mtg
1pm Wedding

4
8:15am Worship
9:15am Coffee Hour
9:15am Adult Study
10am Sunday School 
10:45am Worship
2pm GriefShare
3pm Bread & Jam
7pm AA Mtg

5
8:45am LSP
6:30pm Children’s
    Ed Meeting
7pm AA Mtg

6
8:45am LSP
9:30am Circuit Mtg
10am AA Mtg
5:30pm AA Mtg
6:30pm Praise Band

7
8:45am LSP
10am Bible Study
12:30pm SECA

8
8:45am LSP
6:30pm Faith Singers
7pm AA Mtg
7:30pm WBC

9
8:45am LSP
4:30pm Suzuki
    Strings
5:30pm Divine
    Intervention
7pm NA Mtg

10
10:30am  AA Mtg

11
8:15am Worship
9:15am Coffee Hour
9:15am Adult Study
10am Sunday School 
10:45am Worship
2pm GriefShare
3pm Bread & Jam
7pm AA Mtg

12
8:45am LSP
6pm Finance Mtg
7pm AA Mtg

13
8:45am LSP
10am AA Mtg
5:30pm AA Mtg
6pm Trustees Mtg

14
8:45am LSP
10am Bible Study
12:30pm Cards
6:30pm Craft Club

15
8:45am LSP
6:30pm Faith Singers
7pm AA Mtg
7:30pm WBC

16
8:45am LSP
5:30pm Divine
    Intervention
7pm NA Mtg

17
10:30am  AA Mtg

18
8:15am Worship
9:15am Coffee Hour
9:15am Adult Study
10am Sunday School 
10:45am Worship
2pm ESCP Free
    Concert
2pm GriefShare
3pm Bread & Jam
7pm AA Mtg

19
8:45am LSP
1pm Memory Café
7pm District 28 AA
7pm AA Mtg

20
8:45am LSP
10am AA Mtg
5:30pm AA Mtg
6:30pm Praise Band

21
8:45am LSP
10am Bible Study

22
8:45am LSP
6:30pm Faith Singers
7pm AA Mtg
7:30pm WBC

23
8:45am LSP
4pm Suzuki Strings
5:30pm Divine
    Intervention
7pm NA Mtg

24
10:30am  AA Mtg

25
8:15am Worship
9:15am Coffee Hour
9:15am Adult Study
10am Sunday School 
10:45am Worship
2pm GriefShare
3pm Bread & Jam
6pm PEP Halloween
7pm AA Mtg

26
8:45am LSP
7pm AA Mtg

27
8:45am LSP
10am AA Mtg
5:30pm AA Mtg

28
8:45am LSP
10am Bible Study
12:30pm Cards
6:30pm Craft Club

29
8:45am LSP
6:30pm Faith Singers
7pm AA Mtg
7:30pm WBC

30
8:45am LSP
5:30pm Divine
    Intervention
7pm NA Mtg

31
10:30am  AA Mtg

October 2015
People Enjoying People 
South East Clergy    
Staff Parish Relations
Wesleyan Bell Choir Rehearsal

KEY:

   PEP: 
SECA:

    SPR:
   WBC:

Alcoholics Anonymous
East Side Chamber Players
First Sunday Forum - Missions
Loving Start Preschool
Narcotics Anonymous

     AA:
ESCP:
    FSF:
   LSP:
     NA:
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BAY VIEW United Methodist Church
2772 S Kinnickinnic Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53207

Phone: 414-744-4036
Fax: 	 414-744-4928
Email: officeadmin@bayviewumc.org

Pastor Kelly Fowler
Phone:	414-378-4012
Email:	 pastorkelly@bayviewumc.org

Pastor Andy Oren
Phone: 414-744-3927
Email: pastorandy@bayviewumc.org 

We’re on the web:
bayviewumc.org

WORSHIP SERVICE 
SUNDAYS: 

8:15am Worship
9:15am Coffee Hour
10am Sunday School

10:45am Worship

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday
8:30am - 1:30pm

Tuesday through Friday
 8:30am - 2:00pm

Please Recycle

                                                                                                
                                                                                                      

Sunday

November 1st

2am

Set your clocks 

back one hour

Looking to 
volunteer? Use 
the QR Code or 
click the button 

below

mailto:officeadmin@bayviewumc.org
mailto:officeadmin@bayviewumc.org
mailto:pastorkelly@bayviewumc.org
mailto:pastorkelly@bayviewumc.org
mailto:pastorandy@bayviewumc.org
mailto:pastorandy@bayviewumc.org
http://www.bayviewumc.org
http://www.bayviewumc.org
http://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/857798514015
http://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/857798514015
http://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/857798514015
http://www.volunteerspot.com/login/entry/857798514015

