
Dear Brothers, Sisters, and Siblings in Jesus Christ, 
     “Blessed be the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 

given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of  Jesus Christ from  
the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of  God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you rejoice, even if  now for a 

little while you have had to suffer various trials,  so that the genuineness of  your faith
—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be 

found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although 
you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 

believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy  for you are receiving 
the outcome of  your faith, the salvation of  your souls.” 	(1 Peter 1:3-8) 

Let me start with the good stuff. Let’s hold off at least one paragraph 
before struggle. In the past few weeks, I have been calling our 
membership list and have so far contacted about 40 people. First, I am 
glad that you are all answering your phone or returning my phone call. I 
love hearing your voices and this time around I am asking how you are 
doing, and if you’re hanging in there. I appreciate your honesty and I feel 
like these calls have been extremely important as many of you are 
sharing so much and I am getting to know you more, which I enjoy. I 
really do care about you. I have been praying for you and now I have 
specifics in how I am praying for you based on what we share. I ask that 
you also pray for me. 

Now comes the struggle. These days are plain tough. There is no way 
around it to say that this is not enjoyable. Yesterday, Governor Evers gave an order of mandatory wearing of 
masks inside and outside when we are around anyone not from our household. So now even when we are in 
the midst of friends chatting around the campfire, a mask is required. And rightly so because these are scary 
times and we must protect one another and ourselves. This is love for neighbor.

To top it off, the Wisconsin Council of Churches came out with another update for church leadership 
in how to return to church. After reading the document, I admit, I cried. The tears could not stop. Why? 
Because of the new recommendation that in order to give leaders a break from meeting on all of this (as our 
Accountable Leadership Board meets every two weeks), the statements suggested holding off worship in 
church until middle or end of September. Then the real daunting headline of suggestion—Christmas Eve 
from home!

Could this be why 1 out of 5 pastors are taking early retirement or leaving the ministry? This is no 
cake walk. I would not wish this sort of responsibility on anyone unless they had the strength and faith to 
continue onward. You can start breathing again because I believe that I do have the strength and the courage 
to continue to lead us in these days. We are still the church. If anything, our intentional community building 
with one another is so important right now and going forward. We are called to rely upon one another. 
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	 Before I sat down to write this, my heart was and is heavy. Then I turned to the above scripture from 
1 Peter. We have the mercy of  God in Jesus Christ. I love the reminder that our future and our God in Jesus 
is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. God has never left our side. What if  we are being refined to be a 
better humanity? What if  out of  all of  this we will celebrate in the new heaven and the new earth?  
	 This is our Good News! Christ loves us and God is with us! We will not be left alone and we will not 
be forsaken. Our lives will not be in vain. We have purpose. We have meaning. Turn to the scriptures and 
God speaks. Are we listening? I pray that we do listen and that we do care for our world and all of  creation. 
We will with the help of  God. 

	 	 	 	 	               Blessings, 
	 	 	 	                        Pastor Kevin 

 Upcoming Events 
   Monday-Saturday 
	 Every Monday through Saturday at 10am 
	 Daily Devotional 
	 www.facebook.com/BVUMC 
	 Join Pastor Kevin on Facebook Live  
	 for a daily devotional based on Scripture. 

   Wednesdays 
	 Wednesdays at 10:30am 
	 Weekly Bible Study 
	 Zoom 
	 Study the weekly lectionary scriptures with us on Zoom!  
	 E-mail pastorkevin@bayviewumc.org to be added to the group. 

   Sundays 
	 Sundays at 9:00am: Virtual Coffee Hour on Zoom 
	 Zoom Information: http://bayviewumc.org/wordpress/events/ 
	 Sundays at 9:45am: Facebook Live Service of  Worship 
	 Facebook Live: www.facebook.com/BVUMC  
	 Meet us at 9:00am on Zoom for Virtual Coffee Hour every Sunday, then hop over to Facebook Live 	
	 at 9:45am for our service of  worship! If  you would like to be e-mailed the bulletin and hymns to 	 	
	 follow along, please e-mail: officeadmin@bayviewumc.org to be added to our weekly email list! 

 Quotable 

“Everyday is a new 
beginning--Take a deep 
breath--Smile, and start 

again”      

     -Robson Crew 

Leadership

mailto:pastorkevin@bayviewumc.org
http://bayviewumc.org/wordpress/events/
http://www.facebook.com/BVUMC
mailto:officeadmin@bayviewumc.org
mailto:pastorkevin@bayviewumc.org
http://bayviewumc.org/wordpress/events/
http://www.facebook.com/BVUMC
mailto:officeadmin@bayviewumc.org
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 Bread & Jam 
Thank you to all who help and support the Bread & Jam Community 
Meal Program. We simply cannot run this program without the help our 
our wonderful volunteers! 

During this global pandemic, we have 
been unable to serve weekly hot meals— 
but that hasn’t stopped our ministry! We are still handing out bagged 
lunches every Sunday from 2:30pm-3:30pm at the Pryor Avenue Door! 

We need volunteers to help assemble and pass out bagged lunches.  
Please don't hesitate to reach out for a date where we could use your help!   

Talk to Jan Kosanke via e-mail at breadandjam@bayviewumc.org. 

 “Giving: Will You Bear Fruit” 
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
“As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of  the world and the lure of  wealth 
choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty." (Matthew 13:22-23) 

 What is a church to do in these difficult times? It is to be hoped that each church would continue to 
perform its mission and ministry as it has always done and strive to do it even better. This summer, I am 
working with two churches, on opposite ends of  the state, that have chosen at this time to undertake 
significant fundraising campaigns for debt reduction and building renovation. Each has a six figure goal 
that is 1½ to 2 times its annual giving. The Foundation interviewed 30-40 people from each church. What 
they shared with us is (1) an enthusiasm for the ministry and mission of  the church, (2) a practical 
stewardship of  the building and budget, and (3) a disregard for worldly worries and concerns. Not that 
they are ignoring the challenges of  the Covid-19 epidemic, rather they will not let it deter their mission, 
their ministry, or their financial giving. People from both churches noted that the greatest strength of  their 
congregation is engagement in community outreach. They want to continue this outreach during the 
pandemic and grow it in the future. This they can do most effectively if  they act now to reduce 
indebtedness or address needed building renovations. So, at a time when some congregations are simply 
waiting and some Christians are holding back on giving, these congregations are starting major Capital 
Campaigns. Join me in praying for their success and in discerning what you can do to support the mission 
and ministry of  your church.  
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      1. Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles, and other  
      items to be recycled.  Proceeds will be used to cripple  
      children. 

      2. The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to  
      make calls on people who are not afflicted with any   
      church. 

                3. The Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning           
      at 10.  All ladies are invited to lunch in the Fellowship    

            Hall after the B.S. is done. 

4. Evening massage – 6 p.m. 

5. The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him their electric 
girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday morning. 

6. The audience is asked to remain seated until the end of the recession. 

7. Low Self-Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 to 8:30 pm.  Please use the back door. 

8. Ushers will eat latecomers. 

9. The third verse of Blessed Assurance will be sung without musical accomplishment. 

10. For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 

11. The Rev. Merriwether spoke briefly, much to the delight of the audience. 

12. The pastor will preach his farewell message, after which the choir will sing,  
“Break Forth Into Joy.” 

13. During the absence of our pastor, we enjoyed  
the rare privilege of hearing a good sermon 
when J.F. Stubbs supplied our pulpit. 

14. Due to the Rector’s illness, Wednesday’s healing  
services will be discontinued until further notice. 
Stewardship Offertory: “Jesus Paid It All” 

Church Bloopers  
 from Actual  

Bulletins
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“Jesus, The Master Teacher” 
 By Carl Garner 

In the Greek society and culture, no profession was more respected than that of  the teacher. One who had 
information that he was able to impart to another was on the highest rung of  their social ladder. To speak 
of  one who was a "Master Teacher" was to describe a person who had the capability of  skillfully and 
interestingly imparting knowledge to others. While it may not always have been so, the term implied that 
this Master Teacher was careful in his way of  life, so as not to tarnish the strength and application of  
those truths entrusted to him as a teacher.  

The term "Master Teacher" has correctly been applied to Jesus of  Nazareth, who was and is truly the 
Master Teacher in every area of  life. By what reasoning do we describe Him as The Master Teacher?  

He Was A Great Teacher  
First of  all, Jesus was a teacher; the Master of  all Master teachers. The Greek text calls Jesus “teacher" 45 
times in the Gospel accounts. Also, that which Jesus did is called "teaching ' 45 times, and those who 
followed Him were called disciples (learners) 215 times. It is interesting to note that Jesus’ beloved Sermon 
on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) is described as a time when Jesus 'opened His mouth and taught 
them" (Matt. 5:2). There is an element of  teaching in any effective sermon, but an absence thereof  
diminishes its effectiveness, and may indicate an improper motive. He was, truly, The Master Teacher.  

He Knew The Value of  Teaching  
Like it or not, Christianity is a taught religion. It does not come upon one without instruction in the Word 
of  God but depends upon the energy, commitment and preparation of  a teacher. And Jesus had all of  the 
above qualifications. He taught under a tree, on a mountain, by a river, from a boat on a lake, in the 
synagogue, and in the streets and in the houses. He did what Ezra and the priests had done 500 years 
earlier, as recorded in Nehemiah 8:8: Jesus "read in the book in the law of  God distinctly, and gave the…  

(Continued on next page)
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…sense, and caused them to understand the reading." Truly, He was and is a Master Teacher.  

He Spoke Plainly  
We must remember that teaching does not take place until learning takes place and Jesus spoke in such 
plain terms that no 'one whose heart was honest could misunderstand. In John 10:24, we read that those 
who saw and heard Jesus wanted to hear plain language. People today still want to hear plain words. 
Obscure, ambiguous, convoluted, cryptic and complicated words may sound good in the college 
classroom and look good in academic papers, but people need to hear the truth, all of  the truth, and 
nothing but the truth. Jesus spoke plainly to Nicodemus concerning his need to be born again, John 3:3-7. 
The woman of  Samaria needed practical truths, not hollow, meaningless words, so He taught her that 
"God is a Spirit: and they who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth" (John 4:24). 

The scribes and Pharisees needed words that were clear and to the point, and Matthew 23:23 records 
Him as saying, "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!' If  you want to be an effective teacher, 
start now by learning to speak plainly, clearly. Teaching does not begin until learning begins. Don't forget 
it.  

He Never Avoided Controversy  
There may be some who go about looking for trouble, but that was not Jesus' way. However, controversy 
followed Jesus in His years of  teaching and preaching. It can be an easy maneuver to evade an issue, 
thereby avoiding controversy but little is accomplished by such cowardice. Jesus was neither cowardly nor 
contentious, but faced issues with manly courage and wisdom. When confronted with the adulterous 
woman in John 8, He was thrust into a dilemma, but instead of  evading a difficult question, Jesus 
demanded that their deeds must be in harm my with God 's written law. Similarly, when asked about the 
propriety of  paying taxes to Rome, Jesus said they should "Render therefore unto Caesar the things which 
be Caesar’s and unto God the things which be God's" (Luke 20:25). Jesus did not avoid the difficult 
questions.  

His Material Was Practical  
Jesus did not speak that which was merely philosophical, 
devoid of  any practical use. Jesus parables were not used to 
show off  His story-telling ability. His debates did not merely 
provide a means of  boasting for Jesus, but opposition to error. 
His miracles were not merely an exhibition of  magical powers 
but proved the validity of  His words. His logic was utilized 
because God’s truth is rational and reasonable. And the Bible 
itself  is the most practical book ever written. Jesus demanded 
something of  His hearers (Matt. 7:21). To be Jesus' disciple 
demanded total commitment to Him. And it still does even two 
thousand years later. He still teaches. He is The Master 
Teacher.  
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“Encouragement in Difficult Times” 
 By Joyce Meyer 

We don't have to be miserable, frustrated and unhappy in 
difficult places. If  you and I have been in the world very long, 
we've learned there are very few days that go exactly the way 
we'd like them to go. There always seem to be different things 
happening that can affect our plans. Until we learn that our 
joy can't be based on our circumstances, we're going to have 
nothing but what I call a “yo-yo” experience, which is up and down, up and down, up and down. We have 
to find a way to stay happy, even when our circumstances don't suit us or we don't get a breakthrough as 
quickly as we'd like—or when people around us aren't what we'd like them to be or they're frustrating us 
or there's disappointment.  

God is never going to put us into a situation or permit us to be in one, without giving us the ability to be 
in it with joy. I believe God makes God’s grace available to us each and every day. If  God asks us to stay in 
a situation, then God is going to give us a special grace, for a special season, to experience God’s peace 
and joy despite the circumstances. It's the kind of  grace that causes other people to look at us and 
think, I'm just amazed you are able to do this and still have so much joy and peace. This is how it should 
be instead of  us telling them that we just don't think we can make it. 

Let Your Attitude Speak 
As Christians, I believe the attitude we live with and the level of  joy, peace and stability seen in our life is 
what will speak to the people around us much more than if  we try to preach to them. It's about how we 
live our life in front of  them, especially when things are not going perfectly for us all the time.  
For people in places right now who are saying, “I'm staying in the situation because I believe it's what God 
wants me to do, but I'm so miserable, frustrated and unhappy,” there's good news. The good news is that 
God has provided a way for us to deal with frustration—God’s grace. I know many times we hear that 
grace is God's riches at Christ's expense, and that's a good definition. But to be honest, it's just a little bit 
too spiritual for me. I need something that's going to put it into a practical format for me. I like to define 
grace as “God's power to help us do whatever it is we need to do.” 

Receive Power Through God's Grace 
Grace is power. It's power, power, power! It's God's power we receive by the grace of  God through faith. 
Everything comes to us through faith, which God also gives us.  

Romans 12:3 says, ...God has allotted to each a measure of  faith (NASB). We need to ask ourselves, What 
am I doing with my faith? Are we putting our faith in ourselves? Are we trying to fix things ourselves by 
trying to change ourselves or our family?  Or trying to get our boss's attention so we can make more 
money and get a promotion? If  so, that's not grace. It's our own works. 

(Continued on next page)



But when we release our faith and trust God to do what we can't do, we're putting our faith in God. 
Then the grace—which is God's power—comes through the channel of  faith and enables us to do what 
will just amaze us and other people.  

Here's my longer definition of  grace: It's God's power coming to us freely—meaning it doesn't cost us 
anything other than just putting our faith in God, enabling us to do with ease what we could never do on 
our own with any amount of  struggle and effort. 

Rely on God 
I believe every time we feel frustration, it means we've really stopped relying on God, leaning on God, 
and receiving God’s grace and are trying to make something happen our own way. Understanding this 
really helped me see that I spent a lot of  time being frustrated. To help myself, I had some signs made to 
put up around my house that said things like, "Works of  the flesh equal frustration." Every time I became 
frustrated, the signs helped me remember I had tried to become Holy Spirit Junior.  When I try to work 
things out on my own, in essence I'm saying, "Okay, God, I appreciate You being around, but watch me 
do this."  

Most of  us have a problem with an independent spirit. We have difficulty depending on God for 
everything. Grace is not only the power for salvation; it's the victory we need every single day of  our life.   
In Galatians 2, the Bible says that if  we receive salvation by grace, we shouldn't think we're going to 
reach perfection by depending on our flesh. It's like thinking that God saves us and helps us when we're 
at the end of  ourselves and ready to give up, then just kind of  throws us the ball and says, "Okay, now 
you go make the touchdown.” 

Keep Walking 
The same way we receive Christ is the same way we are supposed to live each day of  our life—in total, 
complete dependence on God. Grace is like light. But what we tend to do a lot of  the time is fight with 
darkness, when all we need to do is just run to the light. What's the purpose of  gathering in the dark, 
banging into each other, struggling with the darkness and trying to punch it out, when all we have to do 
is turn on a switch? The minute the light comes on, it swallows up the darkness. 

Too often we struggle with ourselves and our weaknesses, trying to change, spending time being mad 
about things in our life. But what we really need to do is just get more light into the situation.  
Galatians 5:16 (AMPC) urges us to walk and live [habitually] in the [Holy] Spirit...then you will certainly 
not gratify the cravings and desires of  the flesh.... Notice how it doesn't say "conquer the flesh so you can 
walk in the Spirit.” 

What we need to do is walk in the Spirit. When we concentrate on walking in the Spirit, we won't fulfill 
the lust of  the flesh because we will be focused on God, God’s goodness, our relationship with God, and 
God’s love for us. Other things will just dissipate because of  the power of  God in our life. Grace is power
—plain and simple. It's the power of  God available to us in whatever amount we need. 
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We have just finished a meeting with the Loving 
Start Preschool Board.  

The safety and wellbeing of all children, staff 
and families at Loving Start Preschool is the 
utmost importance to us, and it is with this in mind that we have 
come to the agreement that we must delay the start of the 2020-2021 
school year due to the increase of Covid-19 throughout the state.   

The board will reconvene in the beginning of September to decide on 
what steps to take to provide a safe opening for our students, staff 
and families. We will keep you informed of all our decisions as 
soon as they are made.  

Miss Annie, Miss Karen and Miss Mary 

                                     

LOVING STARTART
PRESCHOOL

August Birthdays
August 4 

Susan Rice 
August 7 

Andy Oren 
August 8 

Margot Brylow 
Sharon Felber 

Tim Jorin 
August 10 

Peggy Greenberg 
August 12 

Nancy Schlaack 

August 16 
Anna Bierer 
August 20 

Peter Krempel 
Janet Kumbier 

August 21 
Ronald Jackson 

August 23 
Gordon Steckler 

August 27 
Debbie Baldwin 
Noah Moebius 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

2 
9am Virtual Coffee 
Hour on Zoom
9:45am Worship 
Service on FB Live
2:30pm Bread and 
Jam Bagged Lunch 
Ministry

3 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

4 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

5 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live
10:30am Bible Study 
on Zoom

6 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

7 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

8 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

9 
9am Virtual Coffee 
Hour on Zoom
9:45am Worship 
Service on FB Live
2:30pm Bread and 
Jam Bagged Lunch 
Ministry

10 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

11 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

12 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live
10:30am Bible Study 
on Zoom

13 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

14 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

15 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

16 
9am Virtual Coffee 
Hour on Zoom
9:45am Worship 
Service on FB Live
2:30pm Bread and 
Jam Bagged Lunch 
Ministry

Pastor Vacation

17 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

Pastor Vacation

18 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

Pastor Vacation

19 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live
10:30am Bible Study 
on Zoom

Pastor Vacation

20 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

Pastor Vacation

21 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

Pastor Vacation

22 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

Pastor Vacation

23 
9am Virtual Coffee 
Hour on Zoom
9:45am Worship 
Service on FB Live
2:30pm Bread and 
Jam Bagged Lunch 
Ministry

24 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

25 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

26 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live
10:30am Bible Study 
on Zoom

27 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

28 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

29 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

30 
9am Virtual Coffee 
Hour on Zoom
9:45am Worship 
Service on FB Live
2:30pm Bread and 
Jam Bagged Lunch 
Ministry

31 
10am Daily 
Devotional on FB 
Live

August 2020
Main Level Concert Series 
Narcotics Anonymous  
People Enjoying People  
South East Clergy     
Staff Parish Relations 
Wesleyan Bell Choir Rehearsal

KEY:
MLCS:      

NA: 
   PEP: 
SECA: 

    SPR: 
   WBC:

AA; Alcoholics Anonymous 
ALB: Accountable Leadership 
Board 
FB Live: Facebook Live 
FSF: First Sunday Forum - 
Missions 
LSP: Loving Start Preschool 

Join Us On  
    Facebook Live: 

  www.facebook.com/BVUMC
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Bay View United Methodist Church 
2772 S. Kinnickinnic Avenue 
Milwaukee, WI  53207 

Phone:	414-744-4036 
Fax: 	 414-744-4928 
Email:	 officeadmin@bayviewumc.org 

Pastor Kevin Dembinski 
Phone:	920-255-2402 
Email:	 pastorkevin@bayviewumc.org

We’re on the web: 
bayviewumc.org

WORSHIP SERVICE SUNDAYS 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BVUMC:  

9:45am Worship 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday,  

Wednesday 
9am - 1pm 

Friday 
9am - 3pm 

Please Recycle

Enjoy

http://www.bayviewumc.org
mailto:officeadmin@bayviewumc.org
mailto:pastorkevin@bayviewumc.org
mailto:officeadmin@bayviewumc.org
mailto:pastorkevin@bayviewumc.org
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	From the Pastor’s Desk
	Dear Brothers, Sisters, and Siblings in Jesus Christ,
	“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
	the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials,  so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy  for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”  (1 Peter 1:3-8)
	Let me start with the good stuff. Let’s hold off at least one paragraph before struggle. In the past few weeks, I have been calling our membership list and have so far contacted about 40 people. First, I am glad that you are all answering your phone or returning my phone call. I love hearing your voices and this time around I am asking how you are doing, and if you’re hanging in there. I appreciate your honesty and I feel like these calls have been extremely important as many of you are sharing so much and I am getting to know you more, which I enjoy. I really do care about you. I have been praying for you and now I have specifics in how I am praying for you based on what we share. I ask that you also pray for me.
	Now comes the struggle. These days are plain tough. There is no way around it to say that this is not enjoyable. Yesterday, Governor Evers gave an order of mandatory wearing of masks inside and outside when we are around anyone not from our household. So now even when we are in the midst of friends chatting around the campfire, a mask is required. And rightly so because these are scary times and we must protect one another and ourselves. This is love for neighbor.
	To top it off, the Wisconsin Council of Churches came out with another update for church leadership in how to return to church. After reading the document, I admit, I cried. The tears could not stop. Why? Because of the new recommendation that in order to give leaders a break from meeting on all of this (as our Accountable Leadership Board meets every two weeks), the statements suggested holding off worship in church until middle or end of September. Then the real daunting headline of suggestion—Christmas Eve from home!
	Could this be why 1 out of 5 pastors are taking early retirement or leaving the ministry? This is no cake walk. I would not wish this sort of responsibility on anyone unless they had the strength and faith to continue onward. You can start breathing again because I believe that I do have the strength and the courage to continue to lead us in these days. We are still the church. If anything, our intentional community building with one another is so important right now and going forward. We are called to rely upon one another.
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	Before I sat down to write this, my heart was and is heavy. Then I turned to the above scripture from 1 Peter. We have the mercy of God in Jesus Christ. I love the reminder that our future and our God in Jesus is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. God has never left our side. What if we are being refined to be a better humanity? What if out of all of this we will celebrate in the new heaven and the new earth?
	This is our Good News! Christ loves us and God is with us! We will not be left alone and we will not be forsaken. Our lives will not be in vain. We have purpose. We have meaning. Turn to the scriptures and God speaks. Are we listening? I pray that we do listen and that we do care for our world and all of creation. We will with the help of God.
	Blessings,
	Pastor Kevin
	Quotable
	“Everyday is a new beginning--Take a deep breath--Smile, and start again”
	-Robson Crew
	Leadership
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	Thank you to all who help and support the Bread & Jam Community Meal Program. We simply cannot run this program without the help our our wonderful volunteers!
	During this global pandemic, we have been unable to serve weekly hot meals— but that hasn’t stopped our ministry! We are still handing out bagged lunches every Sunday from 2:30pm-3:30pm at the Pryor Avenue Door!
	We need volunteers to help assemble and pass out bagged lunches.
	Please don't hesitate to reach out for a date where we could use your help!
	Talk to Jan Kosanke via e-mail at breadandjam@bayviewumc.org.
	“Giving: Will You Bear Fruit”
	Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
	“As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty." (Matthew 13:22-23)
	What is a church to do in these difficult times? It is to be hoped that each church would continue to perform its mission and ministry as it has always done and strive to do it even better. This summer, I am working with two churches, on opposite ends of the state, that have chosen at this time to undertake significant fundraising campaigns for debt reduction and building renovation. Each has a six figure goal that is 1½ to 2 times its annual giving. The Foundation interviewed 30-40 people from each church. What they shared with us is (1) an enthusiasm for the ministry and mission of the church, (2) a practical stewardship of the building and budget, and (3) a disregard for worldly worries and concerns. Not that they are ignoring the challenges of the Covid-19 epidemic, rather they will not let it deter their mission, their ministry, or their financial giving. People from both churches noted that the greatest strength of their congregation is engagement in community outreach. They want to continue this outreach during the pandemic and grow it in the future. This they can do most effectively if they act now to reduce indebtedness or address needed building renovations. So, at a time when some congregations are simply waiting and some Christians are holding back on giving, these congregations are starting major Capital Campaigns. Join me in praying for their success and in discerning what you can do to support the mission and ministry of your church.
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	1. Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles, and other        items to be recycled.  Proceeds will be used to cripple        children.
	2. The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to        make calls on people who are not afflicted with any         church.
	3. The Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning
	at 10.  All ladies are invited to lunch in the Fellowship                Hall after the B.S. is done.
	4. Evening massage – 6 p.m.
	5. The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday morning.
	6. The audience is asked to remain seated until the end of the recession.
	7. Low Self-Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 to 8:30 pm.  Please use the back door.
	8. Ushers will eat latecomers.
	9. The third verse of Blessed Assurance will be sung without musical accomplishment.
	10. For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs.
	11. The Rev. Merriwether spoke briefly, much to the delight of the audience.
	12. The pastor will preach his farewell message, after which the choir will sing,
	“Break Forth Into Joy.”
	13. During the absence of our pastor, we enjoyed
	the rare privilege of hearing a good sermon
	when J.F. Stubbs supplied our pulpit.
	14. Due to the Rector’s illness, Wednesday’s healing
	services will be discontinued until further notice.
	Stewardship Offertory: “Jesus Paid It All”
	Church Bloopers
	from Actual
	Bulletins
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	In the Greek society and culture, no profession was more respected than that of the teacher. One who had information that he was able to impart to another was on the highest rung of their social ladder. To speak of one who was a "Master Teacher" was to describe a person who had the capability of skillfully and interestingly imparting knowledge to others. While it may not always have been so, the term implied that this Master Teacher was careful in his way of life, so as not to tarnish the strength and application of those truths entrusted to him as a teacher.
	The term "Master Teacher" has correctly been applied to Jesus of Nazareth, who was and is truly the Master Teacher in every area of life. By what reasoning do we describe Him as The Master Teacher?
	He Was A Great Teacher
	First of all, Jesus was a teacher; the Master of all Master teachers. The Greek text calls Jesus “teacher" 45 times in the Gospel accounts. Also, that which Jesus did is called "teaching ' 45 times, and those who followed Him were called disciples (learners) 215 times. It is interesting to note that Jesus’ beloved Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) is described as a time when Jesus 'opened His mouth and taught them" (Matt. 5:2). There is an element of teaching in any effective sermon, but an absence thereof diminishes its effectiveness, and may indicate an improper motive. He was, truly, The Master Teacher.
	He Knew The Value of Teaching
	Like it or not, Christianity is a taught religion. It does not come upon one without instruction in the Word of God but depends upon the energy, commitment and preparation of a teacher. And Jesus had all of the above qualifications. He taught under a tree, on a mountain, by a river, from a boat on a lake, in the synagogue, and in the streets and in the houses. He did what Ezra and the priests had done 500 years earlier, as recorded in Nehemiah 8:8: Jesus "read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the…
	(Continued on next page)
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	…sense, and caused them to understand the reading." Truly, He was and is a Master Teacher.
	He Spoke Plainly
	We must remember that teaching does not take place until learning takes place and Jesus spoke in such plain terms that no 'one whose heart was honest could misunderstand. In John 10:24, we read that those who saw and heard Jesus wanted to hear plain language. People today still want to hear plain words. Obscure, ambiguous, convoluted, cryptic and complicated words may sound good in the college classroom and look good in academic papers, but people need to hear the truth, all of the truth, and nothing but the truth. Jesus spoke plainly to Nicodemus concerning his need to be born again, John 3:3-7. The woman of Samaria needed practical truths, not hollow, meaningless words, so He taught her that "God is a Spirit: and they who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth" (John 4:24).
	The scribes and Pharisees needed words that were clear and to the point, and Matthew 23:23 records Him as saying, "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!' If you want to be an effective teacher, start now by learning to speak plainly, clearly. Teaching does not begin until learning begins. Don't forget it.
	He Never Avoided Controversy
	There may be some who go about looking for trouble, but that was not Jesus' way. However, controversy followed Jesus in His years of teaching and preaching. It can be an easy maneuver to evade an issue, thereby avoiding controversy but little is accomplished by such cowardice. Jesus was neither cowardly nor contentious, but faced issues with manly courage and wisdom. When confronted with the adulterous woman in John 8, He was thrust into a dilemma, but instead of evading a difficult question, Jesus demanded that their deeds must be in harm my with God 's written law. Similarly, when asked about the propriety of paying taxes to Rome, Jesus said they should "Render therefore unto Caesar the things which be Caesar’s and unto God the things which be God's" (Luke 20:25). Jesus did not avoid the difficult questions.
	His Material Was Practical
	Jesus did not speak that which was merely philosophical, devoid of any practical use. Jesus parables were not used to show off His story-telling ability. His debates did not merely provide a means of boasting for Jesus, but opposition to error. His miracles were not merely an exhibition of magical powers but proved the validity of His words. His logic was utilized because God’s truth is rational and reasonable. And the Bible itself is the most practical book ever written. Jesus demanded something of His hearers (Matt. 7:21). To be Jesus' disciple demanded total commitment to Him. And it still does even two thousand years later. He still teaches. He is The Master Teacher.
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	We don't have to be miserable, frustrated and unhappy in difficult places. If you and I have been in the world very long, we've learned there are very few days that go exactly the way we'd like them to go. There always seem to be different things happening that can affect our plans. Until we learn that our joy can't be based on our circumstances, we're going to have nothing but what I call a “yo-yo” experience, which is up and down, up and down, up and down. We have to find a way to stay happy, even when our circumstances don't suit us or we don't get a breakthrough as quickly as we'd like—or when people around us aren't what we'd like them to be or they're frustrating us or there's disappointment.
	God is never going to put us into a situation or permit us to be in one, without giving us the ability to be in it with joy. I believe God makes God’s grace available to us each and every day. If God asks us to stay in a situation, then God is going to give us a special grace, for a special season, to experience God’s peace and joy despite the circumstances. It's the kind of grace that causes other people to look at us and think, I'm just amazed you are able to do this and still have so much joy and peace. This is how it should be instead of us telling them that we just don't think we can make it.
	Let Your Attitude Speak
	As Christians, I believe the attitude we live with and the level of joy, peace and stability seen in our life is what will speak to the people around us much more than if we try to preach to them. It's about how we live our life in front of them, especially when things are not going perfectly for us all the time.
	For people in places right now who are saying, “I'm staying in the situation because I believe it's what God wants me to do, but I'm so miserable, frustrated and unhappy,” there's good news. The good news is that God has provided a way for us to deal with frustration—God’s grace. I know many times we hear that grace is God's riches at Christ's expense, and that's a good definition. But to be honest, it's just a little bit too spiritual for me. I need something that's going to put it into a practical format for me. I like to define grace as “God's power to help us do whatever it is we need to do.”
	Receive Power Through God's Grace
	Grace is power. It's power, power, power! It's God's power we receive by the grace of God through faith. Everything comes to us through faith, which God also gives us.
	Romans 12:3 says, ...God has allotted to each a measure of faith (NASB). We need to ask ourselves, What am I doing with my faith? Are we putting our faith in ourselves? Are we trying to fix things ourselves by trying to change ourselves or our family?  Or trying to get our boss's attention so we can make more money and get a promotion? If so, that's not grace. It's our own works.
	(Continued on next page)
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	But when we release our faith and trust God to do what we can't do, we're putting our faith in God. Then the grace—which is God's power—comes through the channel of faith and enables us to do what will just amaze us and other people.
	Here's my longer definition of grace: It's God's power coming to us freely—meaning it doesn't cost us anything other than just putting our faith in God, enabling us to do with ease what we could never do on our own with any amount of struggle and effort.
	Rely on God
	I believe every time we feel frustration, it means we've really stopped relying on God, leaning on God, and receiving God’s grace and are trying to make something happen our own way. Understanding this really helped me see that I spent a lot of time being frustrated. To help myself, I had some signs made to put up around my house that said things like, "Works of the flesh equal frustration." Every time I became frustrated, the signs helped me remember I had tried to become Holy Spirit Junior.  When I try to work things out on my own, in essence I'm saying, "Okay, God, I appreciate You being around, but watch me do this."
	Most of us have a problem with an independent spirit. We have difficulty depending on God for everything. Grace is not only the power for salvation; it's the victory we need every single day of our life.
	In Galatians 2, the Bible says that if we receive salvation by grace, we shouldn't think we're going to reach perfection by depending on our flesh. It's like thinking that God saves us and helps us when we're at the end of ourselves and ready to give up, then just kind of throws us the ball and says, "Okay, now you go make the touchdown.”
	Keep Walking
	The same way we receive Christ is the same way we are supposed to live each day of our life—in total, complete dependence on God. Grace is like light. But what we tend to do a lot of the time is fight with darkness, when all we need to do is just run to the light. What's the purpose of gathering in the dark, banging into each other, struggling with the darkness and trying to punch it out, when all we have to do is turn on a switch? The minute the light comes on, it swallows up the darkness.
	Too often we struggle with ourselves and our weaknesses, trying to change, spending time being mad about things in our life. But what we really need to do is just get more light into the situation.
	Galatians 5:16 (AMPC) urges us to walk and live [habitually] in the [Holy] Spirit...then you will certainly not gratify the cravings and desires of the flesh.... Notice how it doesn't say "conquer the flesh so you can walk in the Spirit.”
	What we need to do is walk in the Spirit. When we concentrate on walking in the Spirit, we won't fulfill the lust of the flesh because we will be focused on God, God’s goodness, our relationship with God, and God’s love for us. Other things will just dissipate because of the power of God in our life. Grace is power—plain and simple. It's the power of God available to us in whatever amount we need.
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	The
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	We have just finished a meeting with the Loving Start Preschool Board.
	The safety and wellbeing of all children, staff and families at Loving Start Preschool is the utmost importance to us, and it is with this in mind that we have come to the agreement that we must delay the start of the 2020-2021 school year due to the increase of Covid-19 throughout the state.
	The board will reconvene in the beginning of September to decide on what steps to take to provide a safe opening for our students, staff and families. We will keep you informed of all our decisions as soon as they are made.
	Miss Annie, Miss Karen and Miss Mary
	August Birthdays
	August 4
	Susan Rice
	August 7
	Andy Oren
	August 8
	Margot Brylow
	Sharon Felber
	Tim Jorin
	August 10
	Peggy Greenberg
	August 12
	Nancy Schlaack
	August 16
	Anna Bierer
	August 20
	Peter Krempel
	Janet Kumbier
	August 21
	Ronald Jackson
	August 23
	Gordon Steckler
	August 27
	Debbie Baldwin
	Noah Moebius
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	Facebook Live:
	www.facebook.com/BVUMC
	Join Us On
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